IN SERVICE ABOVE SELF

Program: Teacher Mini-Literacy Grants

This was a program that left everyone feeling great
about being a Claremont Rotary Club member. We had
an excellent discussion by Lisa Hahn on what the club’s
foundation does during the business meeting and over
the years have enjoyed John Tulac’s discussions about
Foundation, but nothing beats having the recipients of
club grants at the front of the room telling you how they
use the money.

Nona Tirre introduced the program. She reminded us
that our club began sponsoring teacher mini-literacy
grants last year and this year the program was expanded
to include even more teachers. The teachers who re-
ceived the grants this year, except for Maria Zavala, who
was unable to attend, came forward to describe how
they had used the grant money.

First up was Vanessa Martinez-Rios of Mountain View.
She told us that each year they hire new teachers as
part of the bi-lingual literacy program. With the grant,
she bought an instruction aid that can be used by the
new teachers as well as by those with previous experi-
ence.

Next Meeting March 28

Rotaplast in Philippines, Bonita Ramos

12:10 pm @ HUGHES CENTER
ZOOM LINK
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Submitted by Harry Sparrow

Nancy Bird, also of Mountain View, started off by say-
ing how fun and exciting it was that Nona had brought
balloons to the school when she delivered the grants.
Nancy is a reading intervention teacher. Reading inter-
vention focusses on children who are two or more
years behind in their reading level. With the grant, she
bought Mustang Bookbags for the kids. She said these
are life-changing for the kids. Besides being useful for
carrying books, Nancy, filled the bags with supplies the
children need (e.g. pencils, erasers, etc.).

Mariana Lanz from Claremont High School is a Spanish
teacher. She has been using books in Spanish since
2018 that help students learn about people, issues they
face, and their cultures, and those from other countries
and other continents. She used the grant to buy more
books this year.

Nicole McCabe teaches at El Roble. She engages her
students in the form of re-enactment of turning points
in medieval history. The idea is that the students act as
though they are reporting from the scene of the
events. To make this more realistic, she used the grant
money to buy a tripod to hold a camera and a green
screen to allow creating images of the scene in the
background as the student reports.

Beejal Hanson from Sumner used the grant money to
buy books for kids at all grade levels.

Jennifer Luebbers from Condit started off by saying
Continued, p. 3
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Rotary, the Meeting.

President Susie llsley called the meeting to order. Our song leader, Ron Coleman was accompanied by
Cameron Troxell . Ron led us in the singing of our Smile song followed by My Country ‘Tis of Thee and

Bob Ring led the Pledge of Allegiance
WELCOME GUESTS & VISITING ROTARIANS

Denise Graham introduced our Guests.
Michael Barragan was accompanied by Mike Delgado
Ken Johnson was with his wife Susie llsley -

PDG Randy Pote from Las Vegas WON thanked us for supporting
the Rose Parade Float.

Nona Tirre introduced her husband Jason Miranda
John Tulac’s guest was Edward
Paul Lefler came with his mother Marla.

Ron led the attendees in singing our Welcome song.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
President Susie reminded everyone to attend the Peace

Pole dedication on March 26 in Shelton Park at 4:00, and
thanked Mark Carson for all his good work..

John Howland announced the iceplant-stripping project at
Ability First to make room for a vegetable garden.

Biffy Danckwerts encouraged the club members to invest
in her duck race fundraiser, in return for which she will con-
tribute to Taste of Claremont. 3 Ducks are $20.

Bonita Ramos announced a cooking project at Ability First
and asked for volunteers. Sign-up sheets are on the tables.

Lisa Hahn suggested giving to the local foundation as well
as the Rl Foundation and Polio Plus to support both local
and international programs. She encouraged all to review
their bills and consider promoting peace in the world.

Anita Hughes announced that our caterer Wendy will not
be with us for 3-4 weeks due to her husband Joe’s surgery.

Mark Carson reminded all about thw March 27 dedication
of the Peace Pole and read the plaque. A special edition will
be issued including this and the work day at Ability First.

Bonita Ramos again said that a work day at Ability First is
March 22. Need help.

Jerry Goldman- Newcomers Access Center Gala is May 3

Selected students have arrived at RYLA camp

TASTE OF CLAREMONT

There are yard signs for the Taste at the back of the room.

And, please sign up to volunteer for the Taste of Claremont
during the weekend of April 25-27, for set up, for the event,
and to break down..

Submitted by Chris Hayes-Shaner

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

John Tulac read "Continue" by Maya Angelou
(edited & adapted)

My wish for you is that you continue

Continue tobewho and howyouare to astonish a
mean world with your acts of kindness

Continue to allow humor to lighten the burden of
your tenderheart

Continue to remind the people that each is as good
as the other and that no one is beneath nor above
you

Continue to remember your own...years and look
withfavor uponthe lost and the least and the lonely

Continue to put the mantel ofyour protection
around the bodies of the old and defenseless

Continue to plant avirtual kiss of concern on the
cheekofthe sick

and the agedand infirm and count that as a natural
action to be expected

Continue to let gratitude be the pillow upon which
you kneel.

Continue to dare to love deeply... and by doing so
you and your work will be able to continue eternally.

Maythe work of your hands and the strength of your
spirit be blessed, as we allcontinue.

District Assembly and District Confer-
ence

The District Assembly is April 11" from 9 to 11 at
Disneyland Hotel in Anaheim. There are special ho-
tel rates for the conference. The District Conference
will begin at 3pm, and the next day. The leaders of
Disney will be presenters.

L Register NOW for 2025-26 District Training
Assembly or send your REGRET that you cannot

attend by clicking here.

L Register NOW for Joint District Conference:
5300 and 5180.


https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77809300&UserID=%7b%25UserID%25%7d
https://www.IsMyRotaryClub.org/Tracking/RegretEntry.cfm?EventID=77809300&UserID=%7b%25UserID%25%7d
https://www.dacdb.com/login.cfm?EventID=77751288&UserID=%7b%25UserID%25%7d
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Sergeant Beatrice Casagran

-Susie was fined for no notice of Polio Bacon Bites

Rotarians attended the gala lunch celebrating Uncommon
Good’s 25 years of service on March 15, and stood up! We
had two tables.

The George R. Hensel Essay Contest-is coming up at District
Conference. Bonita Ramos, Barbara Perry Lorek, Denise
Gra-ham, Jeff Bonhus reviewed 9 essays from CHS
students. The a.ward is $3000 and teacher receives $1000.

Bob Ring was fined for being a new member.

Barbara Perry-Lorek helped make zucchini sticks for Abil-
ity First.

Harry Sparrow went to John Tulac’s office for a
meeting ...and was on time, but it was the wrong week. He
missed the right one. FINE.

Arman Ariane sold Harry his shoes (great shoes!) $10 Fine!

Nona’s son Mario attended with the kids from the CHS
CR&R Club. He introduced two people from a landscaping
company he saw at a school event, Landscaping Therapy,
who volunteered to help with their projects.

Bobby Hyde, Buff Wright, Susie llsley and Lisa Hahn went
to see Helvetica at Ophelias Jump.

Teacher Mini Grants, cont’d from p. 1

she still has one of Nona’s balloons. She said that she was
inspired by Mr. Chips to buy books that talk about other

kids. She said that her students identify with the characters.

She brought a booklet comprised of individual thank you
notes from the students for the books that the grant mon-
ey helped buy.

The teachers returned to their seats to a well earned round
of applause.

Community Restoration & Revival Group

Back to the podium, Nona said that in keeping with today’s
theme “Getting to know what the club supports”, we were
next going to hear about the Community Restoration and
Revival (CR&R) Club that our Rotary club supports

The CR&R club, led by four juniors from Claremont High
School, helps senior citizens maintain their yards for free.
One of those juniors just happens to be Mario Miranda,
Nona and husband Jason’s son. Mario’s fellow leaders are
Terrance Becker, Leonardo Raphael, and Wei Lim. All four
participated in the presentation about the work of the
CR&R Club. I only wish | had been as good at public speak-
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Mario led off with a thank you for the invitation and
an aside, that the other three nodded agreement
with, about how good it was to be at our meeting as
opposed to sitting in their physics class even though
they do love their physics teacher.

The club has completed over 20 jobs, using environ-
mentally friendly tools and focusing on basic yard
cleanup tasks.

Their modus operandi is that they knock on the door
and volunteer to provide two hours of yard work that
consists of weeding, bush trimming “lots of leaf rak-
ing” and minor tree pruning.

Their volunteers consist of local students (middle
school, high school and college), Rotarians and other
community volunteers. They have had as many as 12
people on the team doing this work. Recently Mayor
Corey Calayclay was a volunteer. The boys said it was
interesting to see him not dressed in a suit. It was
good that he wasn’t in a suit, because the work in-
cluded chopping down a tree.

They are looking to expand their outreach and wel-
come help from our club in identifying seniors they
can aid. The seniors they assist need to be ones who
cannot do the work themselves, nor can they afford to
pay someone to do it for them.

Sustainability is critical to what they do. This is not a
regular weekly/monthly yard service; it is getting the
yards into shape that will be sustainable by the sen-
iors. They see a future where they partner with other
nonprofits and local businesses to make these yards
more sustainable and manageable going forward.

They thanked us for our support and asked if there
were any questions.

Q: Visiting Rotarian Randy Prout asked if they notify
our club when they have a project.

A: They tell the CHS Interact club in the form of a
“remind” of a planned job.

Continued p. 4



CR&R Program Cont’d from page 3

Bridget Healey said she wanted to thank the CR&R
club members and Jim Elsasser and James Mitchell for
their support.

Q: Bonita Ramos asked if they only tell CHS students
about the projects.

A. For now that is all, but they plan to soon start using
Instagram, which will allow for a wider broadcast of
their plans.

Q. One of the teachers asked if they were in touch
with Aging next. She said they would be able to assist
in identifying seniors for the club

A. Yes and the Joscelyn Center.

Nona noted that identifying in-need seniors requires
careful selection. Disappointingly, they have had peo-
ple take advantage of the CR&R program by asking for
assistance when they could afford to pay someone to
do it.

Randy Prout said he thought our club should write
about this program for the district newsletter. He
thinks this would be an idea that we should love to
have other clubs “steal.”

Q, Beatrice Casagran asked about equipment needs.
A. “We need a lot of rakes.”

Thinking the program needed some levity, John Tulac
asked how good are Mayor Corey’s yard skills?

This brought the program to a close.

Ron Coleman leads
singing with great
energy.

Denise Graham
introduces guests
with IPP Nona Tirre
and Susie looking
on.

A SPECIAL EDITION will be dedicated to
the next two events

WORK DAY AT ABILITY FIRST

Years ago, our Club helped land-
scape Ability First. On Saturday,
March 22, Rotary Volunteers re-
turn to un-landscape the area to
make room for a raised bed vegeta- | ,

ble garden that the students will
maintain.

PEACE POLE DEDICATION

President Susie and Mark Carson
arranged with the city, planting of
a peace pole at two locations in
Claremont. Mark read the text of

the following plaque which will be
placed with the poles.

The Peace Pole originated in Japan 10 years
after the bombing of Hiroshima in 1945,
Theee are now over 250,000 Peace Poles around
the world. The Rotary Club of Claremont
is proud 10 be part of this tradition

May Peace Prevail On Earth is displayed
in 8 languages meaningful to our community.
This message is an affiemation of peace, and
its placement furthers Rolary's goal of building
2 culture of peace throughout the world.

MARCH 2025

Local dignitaries and Rotarians including Sylvia Whit-
lock and Adnan Aswad, long associated with the Dis-
trict 5300 Peace Conference, have been invited.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

i ; Susie lIsley
March 26 Peace Pole dedication - Shelton Park 4:00 pm Claremont Rotary
President
Ires| : 2024-25
March 26 F|r?5|de Chat ’for new members 6:30 pm
Anita Hughes’ home
March 28 Rotaplast-Philippines Bonita Ramos THE MAGIC
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Website

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on
DACdb and claremontRotary.com

Visit: Taste of Claremont 2025
Join us on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont

Club Bylaws and Policies are posted for
member access on DACdb

Feed the pig at
the meeting, send
fines and dona-
tions for Polio
Plus here, or mail
your check to:
Claremont Rotary
Foundation
PO Box 357
Claremont 91711
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Pictures of a few wild guys hanging out at
the Huntington Garden

Photo by Buff Wright @~
March Birthdays o
Michael Barragan 3/7 L
Patrick Tambe 3/8 vy
Jerry Tambe 3/9 v
Don Gould 3/13 e
Dale Christensen 3/17 Y
Al Herrlinger 3/20 I
Michael Fay & Tim Harrison 3/21 hg

Jerry Goldman 3/24
Al Rodriguez 3/28 S

Notes by Em di Pillis, Chris Hayes Shaner; meeting photos by Beatrice Casagran
Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom
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Bacon Bits
Let’s fill up the pig!
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Sergeants committee
gathers before each
meeting .
Anyone is welcome to
share information!!
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Steve Juliar, chair -
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Clarifier Committee
Em DiPillis o
Chris Hayes Shaner
Harry Sparrow In
Alan Jack (ph) N
Peter Weinberger (ph)

Beatrice Casagran (ph)
Buff Wright, editor
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http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url

