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 by  

TASTE OF CLAREMONT COUNTDOWN to 4/26 

Brett O’Connor said ticket sales for TOC are going well, but 
we should all continue to work to sell more tickets. 

Bonita Ramos is organizing the raffle for the Taste of 
Claremont (TOC). This week, she will pick up raffle items that 
members are providing.  Bonita also said that she is hoping 
someone, she mentioned Bobby Hyde as a candidate, could 
pull together a golf basket for the raffle. But just because 
Bobby was mentioned, any of you readers who think you 
could do this, please contact Bonita. 

Anita Hughes thanked everyone who signed up for TOC 
shifts last week but said that are still many openings and 
many of us have not yet signed up. It is rare that we use the 
word “mandatory” in Rotary, but TOC is our biggest annual 
fundraiser, and it is an all-hands on event; sign up, if you 
haven’t. Even if you have already signed up, but for only one 
shift, please sign up for a second or more.  

Next Meeting April 11  

ROTARIANS AT WORK 

12:10 pm @ HUGHES CENTER 

ZOOM LINK  

Sign up to volunteer and 

Get and sell TOC tickets 

now !   

tasteofclaremont.com/

  
Ed and Denise have a family membership and appropri-
ately, this led them to present what your writer believes 
is the first ever family joint craft talk. In doing so they 
shared personal recaps about themselves and about 
their family, including their children's careers and per-
sonal lives.  

Ed led off with three photos of the two of them spanning 
50 years starting in 1974. 

Continued on p. 3 

1974 2024 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09
tasteofclaremont.com/tickets
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President Susie opened the meeting with singing:  Smile and America the Beautiful, led by Beatrice 

Casagran, accompanied by Cameron Troxell.  Jeff Bonhus led the Pledge of Allegiance.    

WELCOME GUESTS & VISITING ROTARIANS 

Barbara Perry-Lorek introduced our guests 

Devo Anderson,  Claremont Sunrise 

Biffy Danckwerts –Rotarian from South Africa 

Paul Lefler, guest of Marla Lefler 

Kebokile introduced Macarena Alonzo from Spain 

Michael Gonzalez was again the guest of Mike Barragan 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Birthdays celebrated:  Sylvia Whitlock and Steve Ralls  

Susie put lapel pins at the check in table so folks can make 

sure they aren’t caught without one. 

Anita Hughes encouraged all to sign up to work at the 

TASTE.  Add you name to the sheet or let Abnita know. 

Beatrice Casagran announced 

the Ophelias Jump Gala.  This 

is the main fundraiser of the 

year.  Rotary already helps 

OJT, but we hope you will as 

individuals as well.  Saturday, 

May 17th; Doors Open at 5:30 

PM at Claremont Lincoln Uni-

versity 150 W 1st. Street, Claremont.  It will feature the mu-

sic of Queen, David Bowie, Suzi Quatro, Pat Benatar, & 

more!  Dinner, Silent & Live Auction 

Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) will be on May 31 in Beau-

mont CA. 

A number of people plan to go to the District Assembly and 

Conference next weekend at Disneyland!   

 

Rotary, the Meeting.                                    Submitted by Buff Wright 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY     Bobby Hyde

Life can be challenging.   Things happen that can turn 

your day upside down.  How do you handle that?   

Bobby begins the morning with “Ah, this is a great 

day!”   How are you all doing today?  Great, good, 

lousy, indifferent?  Bobby has a number of adjectives 

he uses to create a happy, lively attitude and mood:  

fabulous, fantastic, great, extraordinary, flawless.   We 

all have a choice every day.  Some quotes: 

Every day may not be good, but there’s something 

good in every day   Alice Morse Earle, historian 

The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put 

up with the rain.   Dolly Parton  

Be so happy that when other people look at you, they 
become happy too.  Anonymous.  

Polio Update for Week of March 29 

No new Wild Polio paralysis cases reported this 
week.  It is are now 6 weeks since the most recent re-
port of a child being paralyzed by the Wild Polio Virus 
in Pakistan.  

Pakistan No new Wild Polio cases reported this 
week. Six Wild Polio cases reported in 2025.  Seventy-
four Wild Polio cases reported in 2024.  Six Wild Polio 
Cases reported in 2023.  The most recent case had an 
onset of paralysis on 2/10/25.  Twenty four WPV1 Envi-
ronmental Samples and no cVDPV2 Positive Environ-
mental Samples were reported this week in Pakistan.  

Afghanistan No new Wild Polio cases reported this 
week.  One Wild Polio case reported in 2025.  Twenty-
five Wild Polio cases reported in 2024.  Six Wild Polio 
Cases reported in 2023.  The most recent case had an 
onset of paralysis on 1/27/24.  No WPV1 Environmental 
Samples and no cVDPV2 Positive Environmental Sam-
ples were reported this week in Afghanistan.  
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PW 

SERGEANT  Harry Sparrow 

We took a moment of silence for our 
401K’s  

Harry fined John Howland and John 
Tulac who confused Barbara Troxell 
and Barbara Perry Lorek who attend-
ed recent events.  Now that we have 
two Barbara’s, your notes need to be more specific! 

Kebokile was fined for honking at the sergeants in the 
parking lot. 

Michael Delgado is it true you have whisky in the trunk of 
your car?  FINE 

Arman Ariane – how cool are you, wearing jeans!   

Fined visiting Rotarian Devo Anderson for needing to be 
bribed to come to a meeting. 

What's the very first element on the four-way test? Truth. 
So Susie, tell us whether you need to amend your butterfly 
story of last week. 

President Susie had told us about stepping on a butterfly at 
the peace pole ceremony right after the butterflies were 
released. After she  told the story on the mic (horrifying the 
students) , she looked down again and it was only a blossom 
that had fallen down from a tree.  But she didn’t recant.  
FINED! 

Frank Hungerford needs to know he can thank Tom Shelley 
this year since he doesn’t have to beat up anybody at City 
Hall to get our permit for the Taste.  Tom got them to waive 
the permit price. 

Wilma Marchant have you ever figured out who gave the 
refrigerator to the House of Ruth?  It was Mark Carson! 
Thanks, Mark! It was a big gift and they accepted it. Thanks 
to all who made donations this last week! 

In the Four-way Test, number two is: is it fair to all con-
cerned? Harry says there's an asterisk next to that. There's a 
little thing below that says:  Except during the five to ten 
minutes that the sergeants are on, then you don't have to 
worry about being fair.  So in light of that, Harry called out 
Jerry Goldman because of his good deeds.  Everybody 
keeps coming up to me and saying, oh, Harry, what a great 
job getting sponsorships.  But without Jerry, there'd be no 
program. He handles all of the ads and he works with the 
printer and whatever. So for his good efforts, I thought I 
would just fine him.  Why not?  

Everybody here that went to the fireside chat was asked to 
stand -- a good crowd.  Just because Harry was feeling un-
fair, he fined Anita Hughes for hosting and Marla Lefler for 
setting it up. 

Something positive ap-
peared in a paper that 
involved      Lucinda 
McDade.  Lucinda re-
ported that she did a 
massive native plant 
festival last weekend that brought 2100 guests to 
the garden, which may be a record. And as long as 
he got Lucinda up out of her comfortable chair, 
she continued that CBG is doing a poetry Festival 
this weekend. You'll be able to find a parking 
space and you can walk through the garden and 
listen to poetry read by the poets. I'm going to fine 
the bacon bits carrier so he can pay my fine. 

Steve Juliar tried to pawn off a bad joke on the 
rest of the sergeants in the parking lot before the 
meeting. So now we’ll spoil your lunch by having 
him tell this joke for which he will have to pay a 
fine. 

Okay, where do rainbows go when they commit a 
crime?   They go to a prism. Fineworthy for sure. 

It is okay to be unfair when you're the sergeant, so 
Harry apologized to Denise and Ed Graham for 
being so longwinded and unfair as they have been 
waiting to tell us all about their history and back-
ground. Then Harry fined them for being willing to 
stand up and do a craft talk.  

No challenge is too big for us 
For more than a century, Rotary has bridged cultures 
and connected continents. We champion peace, fight 
illiteracy and poverty, help people get access to clean 
water and sanitation, and fight disease. Our newest 
cause is to protect our planet and its resources.  



 

 

 

Ed is justifiably proud of being named a Founding Fa-
ther of Chino Hills. He is also proud of being the insti-
gator of the “poaching” of a Costco from Pomona to 
Chino Hills. 
One of the 
things that 
Ed did 
throughout 
his Chino 
Hills politi-
cal career 
was to 
make a 
point of 
being the 
first customer of each new business that opened in 
Chino Hills.  

Denise was also an educator, teaching elementary 
school.   

Denise and Ed have both faced and continue to face 
several medical issues that they described. These 
make their community service in Chino Hills even 
more impressive.  

Fun facts about Denise and Ed include the following. 
Denise “completed” a Portland 
marathon; she stressed she did 
not “run” a marathon. They 
won the grand prize on Shop 
Until You Drop; the prize was 
an all-expense paid trip to Ha-
waii which has led to a 30 year 
love for the islands which they 
have often visited. When Ed 
was a basketball coach he re-
ceived numerous technical fouls for standing to pro-
test or cheer; this 
happened so often 
that the rule was re-
visited and then 
changed. Ed is a chef 
and Denise a baker. 
They are well trav-
eled; they shared sto-
ries about several of 
their trips. 

They concluded their discussion with comments 
related to why they joined Rotary. Denise said, 
“It is time to get out and do things for others.” Ed be-
lieves you should always “volunteer where you work 
and live.” They joined our club because they love the 
energy and atmosphere of the club. 

Their oldest son, Kyle, is an aerospace engineer, while their 
daughter-in-law, Sarah, is also an engineer. Their second 
son, Jarad is an Actuary Fellow, and his wife, Megan, a self-
dubbed “home manager” living in Upland. Their youngest 
son, Brett, is a veteran who owns three businesses in finan-
cial wealth management: Brett and his girlfriend, Crystal, 
have an interesting story in that they met and dated in 
Baghdad and later reconnected here.  Ed also talked about 
their four grandchildren (Jordan, Ryan, Emily, Kayia) and 
their various interests and accomplishments. 

Ed discussed his political career, family, and personal inter-
ests. Ed shared his experiences as a City Council member, 
mayor, a teacher, and a basketball coach, highlighting 
achievements and challenges. It was especially interesting 
to hear about the many clever ways Ed presented himself 
in each of his campaigns and to see photos of the evolu-
tion of the family campaign by campaign.  

Fast forward past 1994, 1998, 2006, 2010: 

Ed noted that he was born on a “tiny island” just south of 
Hiroshima Japan. His dad was stationed there, and his 
mom was an interpreter. Consistent with Japanese tradi-
tion, since Ed’s status was “First Son”, he was dressed and 
photographed in a kimono within minutes of his birth.  

Denise and Ed talked about how they met. Denise joked 
about how they dated, then took a break because Ed did-
not want to get married so young; eventually he said he 
thought 30 was the right age, but he proposed, and they 
were married well before he reached 30.  
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PW 

Graham Craft Talk, continued from p. 1 



 

 

 

Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

Sergeants committee 
gathers before each 

meeting .  
Anyone is welcome to 

share information!! 

Steve Juliar, chair 

UPC O M ING  PR O G R AM S  &  EV E NT S  

Susie Ilsley 

Claremont Rotary  
President  

2024-25 

April Birthdays 

Pete Robertson (H)  4/23 

Steve Ralls  4/27 

Sylvia Whitlock  4/28 

Clarifier Committee 

Em DiPillis 

Chris Hayes Shaner 

Harry Sparrow 

Alan Jack (ph) 

Peter Weinberger (ph) 

Beatrice Casagran (ph) 
Buff Wright, editor 

 

YOU? 

 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on 
DACdb and claremontRotary.com 

Visit: Taste of Claremont 2025 

Join us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

Notes by Harry Sparrow & Buff Wright;  meeting photos by Beatrice Casagran 

Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom  
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April 11 
Claremont Rotarians at Work for the TOC - Rich 
Laughton and Friends 

April 11-12 
District Training Assembly (11th 9-11am) and Dis-
trict Conference (11th and 12th), Anaheim 

April 18 Dark for Spring Holidays 

April 25 DARK for TASTE OF CLAREMONT APRIL 25-27 

May 2 & 9 Youth Awards 

 
 

Feed the pig at the 
meeting, send fines 

and donations for Po-
lio Plus here, or mail 

your check to:  

Claremont Rotary 
Foundation 
PO Box 357  

Claremont 91711  

By Buff Wright    Sorry , I couldn’t tune into the meeting from Stonehenge.   

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url

