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Program: Taste Of Claremont:  ARE WE READY?    Submitted by Harry Sparrow 

Rich Laughton led a discussion 
about preparations for the Taste of 
Claremont (TOC). After it was noted 
from the audience that his opening 
slide was incorrect, this is our 24th 
annual Taste not the 23rd as the slide 
said, Rich just grinned and shook his 
head. He then started by saying that 

the layout will be the same as in recent years. He reminded 
us that the President Elect-Elect (PEE) is always in charge of 
the event; this year that is Brett O’Connor. The incentive to 
lead this event is that the funds raised from each year’s 
event are segregated in the Foundation account as the 
budget for the PEE the year she/he is the President of the 
club. Rich explained that various members of the TOC com-
mittee will speak about their roles and the status of their 
preparations for our April 26 event. 

Rich, on behalf of Tom Shelley, said 
Tom had arranged for tents and other 
equipment several months ago. 
When Tom started working the TOC 
years ago, there was about 200 feet 
of tent coverage, but it has expanded 
to 240 feet now. We’ve also added five more 60-inch tables. 
Rich also described a now resolved issue regarding street 
access and closures and an associated city permit. This will 
change the parking lot access location. Volunteers are need-
ed to assist with setting up the street closure.  

Tents will be set up Friday morning, lights will be strung up 
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now !   

tasteofclaremont.com/

on the tents Friday early afternoon.  Sound and other 
equipment will be delivered on Friday and will need to be 
set up on Saturday afternoon. Vendor signs as well as 
banners will be placed Friday afternoon. Vendor tables 
will also be placed Friday; the 8-foot tables will be in the 
front, food will be served from them, and the 5-foot ta-
bles for vendor supplies will go in the back. Only the front 
tables will have table cloths. 

Continued on p. 3 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09
tasteofclaremont.com/tickets
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PP Cameron Troxell stood in for President Susie so she could attend the District Training 
Assembly.  Beatrice was our Song Leader, and her song was GIVE ME YOUR TIME, appro-
priate as we approach the Taste.  Ron Coleman led the Pledge of Alliance  

WELCOME GUEST 

Our guest was Michael Delgado, 
sponsored by Michael Barragan. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A Multi Club Social will be held May 3rd in Upland.  

Alan Jack generously made and donated a Sculp-
ture for the Taste of Claremont  

Anita Hughes announced that our Caterer Wen-
dy Ray lost her husband Joe on Wednesday.  If 
you would like to write to Wendy, her address is 
20416 Calpet Dr, Walnut.  91789.  

There are four organizations holding an annual 
Gala in early May.  They share our goals and help 
our community, and need our individual mem-
bers' support. 

California Botanic Garden’s Gala will be on May 
4th at the Botanic Garden.  Tickets are $150.00 
each.  

Newcomer's Access Center "Bright Futures Gala", 
May 4th, 4:00-8:00pm at $130.00 per person at 
the Double Tree by Hilton in Ontario near the Air-
port. 

Aging Next "50 Years of Service Gala" will be 
May 8th at Padua Hills Theater.  $150.00 per per-
son.  RSVP by April 24th. 

Ophelia's Jump Productions will be holding its 
"OJP Glam Rock Gala 2025", Saturday, May 17th, 
starting at 5:30pm for Sunset Cocktail Reception. 
$150.00 general admission and $125.00 for OJP 
Members. 

Rotary, the Meeting.                                     

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY    by Harry Sparrow 

 

 

 

 

No new Wild Polio paralysis cases have been reported 
this week.  It has been 8 weeks since the most recent 
report of a child being paralyzed by the Wild Polio Virus 
in Pakistan.  

World Immunization Week (24-30 April) is fast ap-
proaching. This is a critical time to raise awareness 
about the importance of immunization and the safety 
and effectiveness of vaccines. 

Why do we believe so strongly in this? Rotary made a 
promise to the children of the world with the launch of 
the PolioPlus program in 1985 that we would eradicate 
polio from the world. Thanks to vaccines and the incred-
ible support of Rotary members like you, polio cases 
have been reduced by 99.9%. 

But we aren’t done yet.  As we continue our work to 
eradicate polio worldwide, we need to remain vigilant 
so that we don’t lose the progress we’ve made. No child 
should suffer from diseases like polio that a vaccine can 
prevent. Polio eradication is Rotary’s top humanitarian 
project, and we need your help to educate your com-
munities about the benefits of vaccination and tell the 
story of Rotary’s efforts. 

Taken from Terry Ziegler’s Polio Update, Newsletter Edi-
tor for Rotary Zone 36. 4/10/25 

POLIO UPDATE 
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PW 

Rich also spoke about Mike DeWees’ work as our 
“Media Architect Wizard.” Mike is our Eventbrite guy; 
since 2018 we have sold over 1500 tickets and gener-
ated $140,000 of revenue via Eventbrite. Mike also 
handles the video ads, the TOC 
website and anything else relat-
ed to IT. 

Harry Sparrow presented what 
Rich called the “Harry & Jerry 
Revenue Seekers Show.”  Harry 
said that we had been successful 
to the tune of $50,400 of sponsorships this year. With 
the list of our premium sponsors on the screen, Harry 
pointed out that a lot of the sponsorships were given 
by our own club members. He also noted the sponsor-
ships where a club member had made a difference in 
Harry’s ability to sign the organization as a sponsor. 
Next was a list of our other sponsorships and again, 
many were from our own club members. Harry spe-
cifically pointed out that Jerry Goldman had gotten us 
over the $50,000 mark when we were still $200 short; 
Jerry convinced Pomona Valley Medical Center to sign 
up and that was the final sponsorship that got us past 
$50K. Harry then held up last year’s TOC program 
booklet and said that we should all thank Jerry, be-
cause he alone works with our printer to build the 
printed program. Thank you Jerry! Harry finished by 
showing a picture of the Taste of Claremont ad that is 
running on the Claremont Auto Center electronic bill-
board; this is part of one of the sponsorships. 

Rich returned to show a picture of the Some Crust 
Bakery display window. Bernadette Kendall arranged 
for the bakery to allow us to set up a TOC and club 
display in their window again this year. (See p.5.) 

Ron Coleman oversees entertainment at the event. 
Ron emphasized the importance of creating a convivi-
al atmosphere and ensuring entertainment fits the 
mood and place. He said that his objective is, “that 
none of you complain.” Jazz Fellowship will be the 
opening band and Redd House will close, as they did 
last year. Trinity Sound Company oversees sound. Ron 
also mentioned the role of the 
MC, Randy Lopez, in making an-
nouncements and assuring the 
atmosphere remains upbeat 
throughout the night. 

Rich talked about the importance 
of the vendors to TOC. There 
is no event without them.   

SERGEANT  Beatrice Casagran 

-The Sergeant asked how many people 
attended IVRT’s The Fantasticks.   Four 
stood up and were fined.  

Ron Coleman was fined for the begin-
ning of Baseball season and being a Yankee’s fan.  

Chris Hayes was thanked for doubling up each week with 
several jobs for the club. Today was taking notes for the 
Clarifier and being our cashier.  

Michael Barragan came upon a car fire and happened to 
have an extinguisher in his car, so he helped out.  

Lyn Childress had friends at the County Health Department 
and still reported trouble with the new boss on getting our 
Health Permits for the Taste.  

We were happy to see Jim Marchant as he hasn’t been 
around much lately.  

Beatrice announced the Ophelia’s Jump’s Gala on May 17 at 
Claremont Lincoln University on 1st Street.. 

TOC, continued from p.1  

Continued p. 4 



 

 

 
Lyn Childress updated us about the vendors. There will be 
26 food vendors and nine beverage vendors. Of these 35, 
nine are new. That means there are a lot of returning ven-
dors. Lyn told us that the vendors love our event and really 
enjoy being part of it. Lyn also talked about the paperwork 
associated with food and beverage permits; she referred to 
working through that as “the love of my life.” There were 
issues but they have all been resolved. 

Rich came forward to say that while the ABC permit is al-
ways a highlight on the list of issues, final approval has 
been received.  Jim Marchant asked if there had ever been 
a time when someone from ABC showed up to check while 
the event was ongoing. Rich said no one had ever entered 
the actual area of the event. 

Anita Hughes wrapped things up with a discussion of the 
event’s organization of volunteers. She started off with “It 
takes a village.” Anita said that club members tend to think 
of the Taste as an April event, but the work for each TOC 
starts in May right after this year’s event is finished. She 
stressed the importance of teamwork in organizing the 
event. She provided a detailed outline of the tasks to be 
done on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Anita finished by 
again putting out a call for volunteers. The Taste of 
Claremont is our single big fundraiser of the year and it is 
an “all hands on deck” activity.  

Brett O’Connor said ticket sales for TOC are going well, but 
we should all continue to work to sell more tickets.  Unsold 
tickets should be turned into Jim Elsasser asap.  Please re-
member that if you are attending or even just working the 
event, you are expected to buy a ticket.   

Bonita Ramos is organizing the raffle for the Taste of 
Claremont (TOC). This week, she will pick up raffle items 
that members are providing.  Bonita also said that she is 
hoping someone, she mentioned Bobby Hyde as a candi-
date, could pull together a golf basket for the raffle. But 
just because Bobby was mentioned, any of you readers 
who think you could do this, please contact Bonita. 

IT ISN’T TOO LATE TO PARTICIPATE!   
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Taste of Claremont, continued from p. 1 
PREMIUM SPONSORS 

OTHER SPONSORS 



 

 

 

Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

Sergeants committee 
gathers before each 

meeting .  
Anyone is welcome to 

share information!! 

Steve Juliar, chair 

UPC O M ING  PR O G R AM S  &  EV E NT S  

Susie Ilsley 

Claremont Rotary  
President  

2024-25 

April Birthdays 

Pete Robertson (H)  4/23 

Steve Ralls  4/27 

Sylvia Whitlock  4/28 

Clarifier Committee 

Em DiPillis 

Chris Hayes Shaner 

Harry Sparrow 

Alan Jack (ph) 

Peter Weinberger (ph) 

Beatrice Casagran (ph) 
Buff Wright, editor 

 

YOU? 

 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on 
DACdb and claremontRotary.com 

Visit: Taste of Claremont 2025 

Join us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

Club Bylaws and Policies are posted for 
member access on DACdb 

Notes by Chris Hayes-Shaner, Harry Sparrow;  meeting photos by Beatrice Casagran 

Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom  
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April 18 Dark for Spring Holidays 

April 25 DARK for TASTE OF CLAREMONT APRIL 25-27 

May 2 & 9 Youth Awards 

 

Thank you Bernadette! 

Feed the pig at 
the meeting, 

send fines and 
donations for 

Polio Plus here, 
or mail your 

check to:  

Claremont Ro-
tary Founda-

tion 
PO Box 357  
Claremont 

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url

