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Another Year, Another Remarkable Taste of Claremont By Brett O’Connor, 2025 TOC Chair

" This annual event is the spring’s best party in Claremont! Every year, dozens of
vendors offering food, wine, beer, and other delights and hundreds of communi-
ty members come together to socialize, enjoy the best of our local food scene
and, most importantly, raise funds that Claremont Rotary will distribute to non-
profit organizations doing good and making change in our community. Everyone
attending enjoyed this evening that celebrates, connects, and contributes to our
| whole community.

| This year, | was pleased to chair the event as Claremont Rotary put on another
spectacular party for Claremont and its neighbors! The 2025 Taste of Claremont
was a big success with over 900 guests attending plus Rotarians, vendors, and
sponsors. We will be able to share (soon) the news of how much we raised for all
of our community and global partners.

Ann and Brett O’Connor

So many thanks are due! This year's Taste of Claremont Planning Team did an amazing amount of work before, during,
and after the event to ensure the whole thing ran smoothly. A special thanks to our El Roble and CHS Interactors and
CHS Key Club members (Kiwanis students), who can't even attend! And thank you also to all of our vendors and spon-
sors. Your collective generosity made this possible. Continued, p. 2

Next Meeting May 9
Youth Awards (High School)

Another Taste of

What? It’s
time to plan
TOC 2026???

Claremont |
12:10 pm @ HUGHES CENTER

ZOOM LINK

Done!!



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09
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TOC Chair, Brett O’Connor, continued

TOC #24 was a great success, despite the less than ideal
weather. Thank you to my great committee: Anita
Hughes, Harry Sparrow, Lyn Childress, Mike DeWees,
Rich Laughton, Tom Shelley, Ron Coleman, Jeff Bonhus,
Bonita Ramos, and Jim Elsasser.

Being at the event site Friday through Sunday morning
demonstrated the remarkable contributions from many
of our Rotarians who spent most of the weekend at the
venue. | now know first hand how much time some
members spend on this event.

The Taste Committee will be debriefing in a few days, so
please send your ideas and feedback ASAP. So, if you
have any suggestions on how to improve this signature
event or have any different ideas please email me while
the event is fresh on your mind. | will be looking for
patterns in the feedback.

| am already transitioning to next year’s chair, PEEE Don
Ralls, who will have a strong foundation and great ex-
pertise to rely on.

Again, congrats to the club and President Susie for a su-
per event .

Thanks for your past and future ideas and efforts,

Brett O’Connor

Thanks to all who contributed to our success.......
From Start
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A note from Volunteer Coordinator Anita Hughes
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According to Rich Laughton, one of our most experienced
volunteers, TASTE 2025 officially ended on Sunday at
12:22 p.m. as the street sweeper did its last run down the
driveway. (picture below)

Thank you to all who volunteered to help put on this fabu-
lous event. According to my quick count, about 64 of our
members participated in one way or another.

Brett guided us through as members worked many hours:
planning, getting sponsors, gathering information, and
printing the programs, collecting items to put into our Ro-
tary bags, setting-up, working during the event, running
errands, providing snacks, getting and setting up raffle
prizes, taking pictures, cleaning up, and so on.

Several members were major sponsors; several were only
able to help by attending the event.

Thank you to the many family members who also helped,
and thanks to family members who endured their Rotary
members spending many hours doing something for Rota-
ry. A number of friends also came to help us.

Last but not least, we could not do it without El Roble In-
teract, CHS Interact and CHS Key Club members. THANK
YOU! THANK YOU! And thanks to their Interact faculty ad-
visors, Heather Lyn and Sonny Dabney who worked along-
side the students.

Regardless of your service, | cannot thank you enough.
You know who you are and what you did for the
Claremont Rotary Foundation.

In the next few weeks Brett will be able to report on our
numbers as one measure of our success.:

How many tickets were sold?
How much did sponsorships contribute?

What did the Raffle bring in? (with thanks to those
who donated raffle items)

What is the total amount for the Foundation (to
be spent in Brett’s Presidential year, 2026-27)?

Again, to ALL, thank you. Get ready to help Don Ralls next
year. It is almost time to begin planning!

You are wonderful. Thank you for volunteering. You made
my job easy this year.

In Service Above Self,

Anita Hughes
Volunteer Coordinator



President Susie’s Corner

The Taste of Claremont is behind us now for one more year. Brett and the
TOC Committee did a fabulous job. The Committee certainly works as a per-
fectly tuned machine, year after year. The Taste couldn’t run without the
rest of us volunteering our time and bringing in family and friends to help
out.

We can’t forget to mention the help that the Interact members give to us,
and all those hours! What a force they are!

Doesn’t it feel great to work hard together, to bring on such a wonderful

party, and then to have the proceeds available to support projects and organizations locally and world wide? It's amaz-
ing what you all accomplished. Working together for good is what Rotary is all about. As this year’s theme states, we
truly made the Magic of Rotary happen. Great job everyone!

| am honored to call myself a Rotarian and to be a part of such a fantastic Club.

Planning and Setting up Involves Many — Rotarians, Friends and Family







Thank you
] Students & Faculty

Advisors, Sonny

and Heather!
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Photos by Peter Weinberger




Dr. Grubb's

TIL NEXT YEAR.....
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GRATITUDE We raised funds at and for this event through sponsorships, vendor-donated food and bev-
erages, the raffle, and art sales. The final tally will tell the tale of excellent planning, hard work, and good
fun, made possible and worthwhile by our philanthropic community. Please be sure to frequent our ven-
dors (below) and sponsors (next page) throughout the year.

RESTAURANT & SPECIALTY FOOD PARTICIPANTS ART

Bardot Restaurant Insomnia Cookies

Bert & Rocky's La Popular Metal artist Alan Jack donated the $375 in
Café X20 Marie Callender's-Azusa proceeds from his beautiful metal sculpture
Casa Maguey Mt. San Antonio Gardens in the silent auction to the Club. Incidentally,
Claremont Unified School Dist. Nosy Neighbors his sculpture of an eagle donated to the Dis-
Creme Bakery Nuno’s Bistro trict Conference auction brought in $1200!
Crepes of Wrath Rincon Azteca

Doubletree/Orchard Rest. Saca’s Mediterranean Cuisine

Dr. Grubbs Sanctuary Coffee

Euro Cafe Sweet Ethan’s Candy Café

Gus's BBQ Trader Joe's

Inka Trails

WINERIES & BREWERIES

Claremont Craft Ales Mt. Baldy Brewery
Evolve Distilling Packing House Wines
Galleano Winery Plume Ridge Bottle Shop
Grafted Cellars Pro-Five Brewing

LA County Wine — Fairplex Whiskey Loves Basil
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TIL NEXT YEAR.....
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Wheeler
Steffen

o8 YOSS ALLEN
Y BERNSTEIN LLP

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

montclair place

o StateFarm

Eric Martinez - Tony Freeman
Mike Gaumer - John Forbin

Golden State

MAZDA OF CLAREMONT

Water Company

Nona Tirre
@ Claremont
an Graduate
University

Q CLAREMONT LINCOLN
UNIVERSITY

CASA COLINA

Hospital and Centers for Healthcare
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CHRISTIANSEN ACCOUNTING

Bernadette kendall
Quackenbos-Bell

Commercial Real Estate

Wheeler
Steffen

Sotheby’s

N

MODERA.
aifosdrnds Claremont Courier

A LOCAL NONPROVET NEWSHOOM

Other Sponsors

Anna Torres, Optometrist

Chris Hayes, Rosemont Mortgage
Citrus College

Claremont Lewis Museum of Art
Cornerstone Home Lending
Doubletree Claremont

Galli's Title

Geoff Hamill, Sothebys RE

Jeff Domond Foundation

Jess Swick, NW Mutual

John Tulac, Attorney

Mt. San Antonio Gardens
Newcomers Access Center
Pomona Valley Hospital
Anthony Portantino

Stark Wealth Management
Xerxes & Susa

Zoe TeBeau, Appraiser



UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

May 2 Youth Awards (Middle School) Susie lisley
Claremont Rotary
President
Multi-Club Happy Hour @ 1125 E 16th St, Upland 2024-2025

May 8, 5:30 Wine Me Up Social

May 9 Youth Awards (High School)
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E MAGIC
OF ROTARY

ROTARY

May 16 Craft Talk

There has been an up-
surge of Polio. Feed the
pig at the meeting, send
fines and donations for
Polio Plus here, or mail

your check to:

Claremont Rotary

) Bacon Bits
Foundation Let's fill up the pig!
PO Box 357
Claremont 91711
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Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom N N
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http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url

