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Program: Student Awards, May 2                     Submitted by Harry Sparrow 

Cameron Troxell, the chair of the committee responsible 
for the Rick Whyte Youth Awards, kicked off the program by 
talking about who Rick Whyte was. Rick was a Claremont 
native and long-time teacher at Webb School. For a long 
portion of his many years as a member of our Rotary club 
Rick was responsible for the Youth Awards. As a tribute to 
his years of service and passion for the Youth Awards, after 
his death in 2013, the awards were renamed as the Rick 
Whyte Youth Awards. 

Here is a fun fact. Two of our members are recipients of this 
award, before it was named after Rick. Cameron was an 
awardee 47 years ago and our president, Susie Ilsley, was an 
awardee 55 years ago. Cameron actually had Rick Whyte as 
a teacher when he was a student.  

Cameron explained that the awardees are selected by their 
teachers and leaders of their schools, with particular empha-
sis on being a good citizen. He reviewed the 9 “Marks of a 
Good Citizen” that are to be considered by the selectors as 
they consider candidates for the Rick Whyte Youth Award. 
These marks place emphasis on being informed, involved 
and showing empathy for others. 

Cameron also thanked all faculty and school staff involved in 
the selection process and those in the room who came with 
their student.  

Before calling the 7th and 8th grade students forward, Cam-
eron told them that he wanted them to think about what 
each of them appreciates about whoever brought them to 
the award ceremony today, and for the students to intro-

Next Meeting May 9  

HS Student Awards 

12:10 pm @ HUGHES CENTER 

ZOOM LINK  

 

May 16  Craft Talks 

No meeting May 23 

duce those people and share what they appreciated 
about them. Cameron said that, as an example, he 
appreciates how his wife, Barbara Troxell helps make 
him a better person. He then turned to Susie and said 
that one of the things he appreciates about her is her 
smile.  

The Americanism in Action awards are granted to 
male and female 7th and 8th graders at Western Chris-
tian, Our Lady of Assumption (OLA) and El Roble 
schools. Cameron offered special thanks to the pre-
senters.  

Here are the Americanism in Action awardees:  

Western Christian 2025 Award Winners, presented 
by Superintendent John Attwood, accompanied by  
Bridget Burns 

7th Grade   8th Grade 
Anya Azariah  Zola Ndonye 
Daniel Habash  Benjamin Welday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cont’d p. 3 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09
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President Susie opened the meeting.  Chris Hayes Shaner was our Song Leader for 
Smile and Oh Beautiful, accompanied by Cameron Troxell.  Arman Ariane, a natural-
ized citizen, led the Pledge of Alliance.  The meeting was a little out of order be-
cause the food wasn’t quite ready.  (No complaints!) 

WELCOME GUEST 

Our guest (for the last time) was Michael Delgado, 
sponsored by Michael Barragan. 

Chris led the Welcome song. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A Multi Club Social was held May 8th, sponsored by 
the Upland Club.  

There are six seats available for the IVRT35th Gala on 
May 21st at the Padua Hills Theater.  Get tickets from 
IVRT.org 

Red Badge members were reminded to stay after the 
meeting to meet with Don Ralls for orientation about 
finances. 

Three organizations held an annual Gala in early May, 
including the California Botanic Garden, Newcomer’s 
Access Center and Aging Next.  These organizations 
contribute to the vibrancy of Claremont.   They appre-
ciate our individual members' support.  Still coming 
up:   

Ophelia's Jump Productions will be holding its "OJP 
Glam Rock Gala 2025", Saturday, May 17th, starting at 
5:30pm for Sunset Cocktail Reception. $150.00 general 
admission and $125.00 for OJP Members. At Lincoln 
University. 

Claremont Heritage is holding its Gala at Padua Thea-
ter on June 8 beginning with a cocktail hour at 4 and 
dinner at 5:30. Tickets are $125 for members. 

Rotary, the Meeting.                                  By Buff Wright   

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  by John Howland 

Laughter (May 2)  May Day has been celebrated since 

Roman Times with flowers, and more recently by dancing 
around a May pole and crowning a May Queen. A fading 
tradition was to leave small baskets of sweets or flowers on 
the doorsteps of neighbors. Perhaps that should be 
brought back. I have been asked to provide inspiration, and 
my choice is laughter. Kevin Hart said: ”Laughter heals all 
wounds and that’s one thing that everybody shares. No 
matter what you are going through, it makes you forget 
about your problems. 

I hope to provide a demonstration using notices from actu-
al church bulletins: 

“Thursday night – Potluck dinner. Prayer and medication to 
follow.” 

“A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the 
church hall. Music will follow.” 

“At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
“What is Hell? Come early and listen to our choir practice.” 

In conclusion,  “This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. 
Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the alter. 

POLIO UPDATE 

No new Wild Polio paralysis cases have 
been reported this week.  It has been 5 
weeks since the most recent report of a 
child being paralyzed by the Wild Polio 
Virus in Pakistan.   

Taken from Terry Ziegler’s Polio Update, Newsletter Edi-
tor for Rotary Zone 36. 5/10/25 

NEW MEMBER MICHAEL DELGADO  

We were pleased to induct Michael Delgado, spon-
sored by red badge member Mike Barragan who was 
sponsored by Arman Ariane.   

Michael is a Finan-
cial Advisor with 
Edward Jones.   He 
has already partici-
pated in Club activi-
ties and the Taste.  



 

 

 

AWARDS, Cont’d 

El Roble, presented by Principal Richard McAlindin, 
accompanied by Office Manager Cindy Eiland and 
joined by Superintendant Elsasser. 

7th Grade   8th Grade 
Carmen Garcia   Lauren Maldonado 
Emmanuel Ramirez  Parker Lyn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After each student was introduced a letter written by 
one of their teachers was read. These letters extolled 
the citizenship and academic qualities of the student. 
Upon hearing each of the letters, it was easy to under-
stand why each student was selected. The comments 
of appreciation from the students took on a common 
theme. They all appreciated how their family had al-
ways been there for them and made it possible for 
the students to become the people the letters by the 
teachers described.  

There was a fun moment at the beginning of the cere-
mony when Cameron suddenly realized that our usual 
photographer, Alan Jack, was not there. Buff Wright 
came to the rescue. Since she is the editor of the Clar-
ifier, she has a vested interest.  

The ceremony ended with the club standing and ap-
plauding all the awardees and then the parents and 
family members in attendance.  

Page 3 The Clarifier 

PW 

Our Lady of Assumption, presented by Principal Bernadette 
Boyle, accompanied by Vice Principal Fina Arredondo. 

7th Grade   8th Grade 
Sonia Tafoya   Lia Valencia 
Connor Her   Diego Arredondo 

SERGEANT  John Tulac 

President Susie fined in Advance of the debunking 

Cameron Troxell is all dressed up for youth awards, and 
recognized for having received an award.  $47 fine!  Susie 
gets a break for already being fined. 

Alan Jack is fined for bribing families to smile for the cam-
era.   

Harry Sparrow, Jeff Bonhus, Bobby Hyde and John Tulac all 
attended and got jerseys for their trouble.  We’re thinking 
we should do this again, with more members.                    

John thanked Roger House for his interest in pipe organs 
and encouraging students to play. 

7th & 8th grade awards, cont’d from p. 1 

President Susie’s Debunking! 

We are set to celebrate Susie's Debunking!! Please save the 

date for Friday, 6/13/25 (6PM), at the DoubleTree.  The invi-

tation is attached.  Please RSVP with Anita Hughes (909-260-

3770 or anita.hughes52917@gmail.com) by 6/6/2025.  

For those of you interested in being CHARACTERS for this 

performance (no talent required), John Tulac (951-315-1599) 

is hosting a Performers' Meeting at his office (414 Yale Ave, 

STE H) Wednesday, 5/14, starting at 5:30p. Please show up if 

interested. 

mailto:anita.hughes52917@gmail.com


 

 

 

Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

Sergeants committee 
gathers before each 

meeting .  
Anyone is welcome to 

share information!! 

Steve Juliar, chair 

UPC O M IN G  PR O G R AM S  &  EV E NT S  

Susie Ilsley 

Claremont Rotary  
President  

2024-25 

May Birthdays 

Wilma Marchant  5-9 

Denise Graham 5-12 

Lyn Childress  5-16  

Bill McAllister  (H) 5-18  

Frank Bedoya  5-19  

Chris Hayes Shaner  5-20  

Randy Lopez 5-30 

Clarifier Committee 

Em DiPillis 

Chris Hayes Shaner 

Harry Sparrow 

Alan Jack (ph) 

Peter Weinberger (ph) 

Beatrice Casagran (ph) 
Buff Wright, editor 

 

YOU? 

 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on 
DACdb and claremontRotary.com 

Visit: Taste of Claremont 2025 

Join us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

Club Bylaws and Policies are posted for 
member access on DACdb 

Notes by Harry Sparrow, Buff Wright,  meeting photos by Alan Jack, Buff Wright 

Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom  
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May 9 Youth Awards 

May 16 Craft Talk(s) 

May 23 Dark for Memorial Day 

May 30 Craft Talk(s) 

 

New(ish) red badge members meet with Treasurer 
Don Ralls to learn about the club’s finances. 

Feed the pig at 
the meeting, 

send fines and 
donations for 

Polio Plus here, 
or mail your 

check to:  

Claremont Ro-
tary Founda-

tion 
PO Box 357  
Claremont 

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url


Let's Party
!

Let's Party
!

Let's Party
!

The DoubleTree
555 W Foothill Blvd

FRIDAY, 6/13/25
6:00PM

Susie’sSusie’sSusie’s
Debunking!Debunking!Debunking!

YOU’REYOU’RE
DONE!DONE!


