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No meeting May 23 in 

honor of Memorial Day 
 

Next Meeting May 30 

Craft Talk Abby Pascua 

12:10 pm @ HUGHES CENTER 

ZOOM LINK  
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Program:  Abby Pascua, Craft Talk Submitted by Em DiPillis 

Over the past two decades, Abby has built a career in 
non-profit management, focusing on programs that 
support older adults and those with mobility chal-
lenges. She played a pivotal role in the development 
and implementation of several key initiatives at Ag-
ingNext, including the Transportation Reimburse-
ment Program, AgingNext Village, and the Volunteer 
Driver and Mobility Management Program. These 
programs have provided vital services, such as reim-
bursing volunteers and family members who drive 
seniors to appointments, creating a supportive com-
munity for aging adults, and coordinating transporta-
tion options to enhance mobility and independence. 

Abby also spoke about the challenges she faced, such 
as securing sustainable funding and adapting to or-
ganizational changes, and how these experiences 
strengthened her resolve and leadership skills. She 
emphasized the importance of community partner-
ships and collaboration, noting that the success of 
these programs depended on the dedication of vol-
unteers and the support of local organizations. 

Abby emphasized more than once that her career 
path was not premeditated; in fact at times she felt 
like she wasn't sure what she was doing or what was 
coming next, but she eagerly embraced opportunities 
that came her way. 

Abby Pascua deliv-
ered an inspiring 
and insightful Craft 
Talk, sharing high-
lights from her 
childhood, remarka-
ble career and per-
sonal journey in the 
non-profit sector, 
culminating in her 

current position as CEO of AgingNext. 

Aging Next is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization, Ag-
ingNext provides a broad array of services and support for 
older adults, caregivers, and others interested in enhanc-
ing aging services in our community. Working in concert 
with community leaders, social services, healthcare provid-
ers and city and county organizations, we play a unique 
role as a convener, information resource, and collaborator 
on senior issues in parts of Los Angeles and San Bernardino 
counties.  (Source:  AgingNext website) 

Abby began her talk, titled "From Scrambled Eggs to CEO," 
by recounting her early life and academic background. She 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in computer science 
from Philippine Christian University in the Philippines.   
Although she had initially set her sights on a career in the 
technology industry, Abby revealed that her heart was al-
ways drawn to serving others, particularly seniors and peo-
ple living with disabilities. 

Cont’d p.3 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09
https://agingnext.org/how-we-help/explore-our-programs/
https://agingnext.org/our-programs/memory-care-center/
https://agingnext.org/how-we-help/explore-our-programs/
https://agingnext.org/how-we-help/
https://agingnext.org/how-we-help/help-and-guidance/
https://agingnext.org/about/our-story/
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WELCOME GUESTS & VISITING ROTARIANS 

Ed Coates from the Livermore Rota-
ry Club 

Paul Lefler came with his mother, 
Marla Lefler 

Charles Gerlach was introduced by 
Tom Shelley, but is a friend of Ar-
man Ariane, and is very interested in our club. 

Chris Hayes-Shaner led Smile...oops, the Welcome Song!   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mike DeWees called upon those interested 
in the June 7 Corazon Build to register online 
by Friday, March 23.  Look at his email of May 
22 and respond to Mike if you need help reg-
istering or making travel arrangements. 

The Club is presenting a bouquet prepared by 
CBG for Memorial Day at 11am at Oak Park Cemetery on 
May 26. 

It’s time to sign up for 2025-26 Committees!  Anita Hughes 
has a list explaining what each committee does.  

John Tulac bid $30 and won the Gift Basket Susie auc-
tioned off. 

We are Dark on May 23 for the Memorial Day weekend.  
See you back on May 30! 

Anita Hughes reported that we are not yet aware of the 
TOC fundraising results.   

Alan Jack joined Chuck Cable in being cheerleaders for 
the LA County Fair. 

INSPIRATION FOR THE DAY  John Howland 

 

       

 

 

 Robert Frost 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary (the hybrid) Meeting.                                    Submitted by Christine Hayes-Shaner 

President Susie guided the meeting.  Our song leader was Chris Hayes Shaner, who led us in 

Smile and Oh Beautiful.   

https://www.corazon.org/3517_faithumc
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SERGEANT NICK QUACKENBOS 

Parallel to her career progress, Abby was able to up-
grade her culinary skills significantly, thanks to a book of 
handwritten recipes she persuaded her mother to share 
with her. Thanks to these recipes her cooking prowess 
progressed from the "scrambled eggs" stage as her life 
path drew closer to the top position at AgingNext. 

Beyond her professional achievements, Abby is deeply 
engaged in the community. She currently serves on the 
board of ParkTree Community Health Center, where she 
continues to advocate for accessible health and social 
services.  

Abby Pascua, cont’d from page 1 

The Rotary International Convention is in Calgary, Alber-
ta, Canada  June 21-25. Our Club will be represented by 
Sylvia Whitlock, Buff Wright, Lyn Childress, John Tulac, 
President-Elect Chuck and Vicki Cable, and President 
Susie Ilsley and Ken Johnson.   

Rotary International Convention 2025 

POLIO UPDATE 

2025 Wild Polio Case Total is 10 : Afghani-
stan 2; Pakistan 8 

No new Wild Polio paralysis cases were re-
ported this week.  It has been seven weeks since the 
most recent report of a child being paralyzed by the 
Wild Polio Virus in Pakistan. 

The Circulating Polio Variant environmental sample 
reported in Germany this week reinforces the fact that 
"Until Polio is Eradicated Everywhere, it is a threat an-
ywhere!"  

John Tulac said it was a fine day, and he 
paid a fine 

Alan Jack was out of town last week.  
That is unusual for Alan. 

Steve Juliar won 11 medals at the LA County Fair and 
won 5 more at the American Distilling Institute Confer-
ence. 

Abby Pascua said that Aging Next got its own building 
this week! 

Anita Hughes brow beat 
members for the Taste this 
year to get involved.  We 
got lots of volunteers.  Fine, 
whatever works! 

As long as she still had the 
mic, Anita Hughes an-
nounced that her granddaughter is graduating from the 
University of Colorado-Boulder, and her grandson is 
graduating from Damien High School. 

John Howland announced his son Sam is now selling his 
ice cream, Scoops on Tap, at Bristol Farms in Pasadena. 

Buff Wright (on zoom from Portland) was fined because 
her mouth was closed during the pledge and the singing.  
We know that Zoom doesn’t support singing very well.   
Buff asked Nick why he was looking at her and not the 
flag during the pledge. 

Jerry Tambe nominated Abby Pascua for the Sargeant’s 
Committee.  And Jerry’s son Patrick is getting married 
May 17. 

Rich Laughton spotted a new car in the parking lot, but 

no one claimed it from the club. 

https://convention.rotary.org/en-us


 

 

 

Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

Sergeants committee 
gathers before each 

meeting .  
Anyone is welcome to 

share information!! 

Steve Juliar, chair 

UPC O M IN G  PR O G R AM S  &  EV E NT S  

Susie Ilsley 

Claremont Rotary  
President  

2024-2025 

 

May Birthdays 

Wilma Marchant  5-9 

Denise Graham 5-12 

Lyn Childress  5-16  

Bill McAllister  5-18  

Frank Bedoya  5-19  

Chris Hayes Shaner  5-20  

Randy Lopez 5-30 

Clarifier Committee 

Chris Hayes Shaner 

Harry Sparrow 

Em DiPillis 

Beatrice Casagran (ph) 

Alan Jack (ph) 

Peter Weinberger (ph) 
Buff Wright, editor 

YOU? 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on 
DACdb and claremontRotary.com 

Visit: Taste of Claremont 2024 

Join us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

Club Bylaws and Policies are posted for 
member access on DACdb 

Notes by Christine Hayes-Shaner and Em DiPillis; most photos by Jim Alan Jack 

Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom  

May 23 Dark for Memorial Day 

May 30 Craft Talks: Michael Delgado, Randy Lopez 

June 6 
Claremont Police Chief, Mike Cizak 

El Roble Interact report 

Page 4 

There has been an 
upsurge of Polio.  

Feed the pig at the 
meeting, send fines 
and donations for 
Polio Plus here, or 
mail your check to:  

Claremont Rotary 
Foundation 
PO Box 357  

Claremont 91711  

Spring has sprung     by Buff Wright 

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url

