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Don’t forget to RSVP for 

President Susie’s         
Debunking! 

Next Meeting June 6 

Police Chief, Mike Cizak 

12:10 pm @ HUGHES CENTER 

ZOOM LINK  

Inside This Issue 
P.2 Guests, Announcements,     

Inspiration  
P.3  Sergeants, Delgado, cont’d,  
P.4  Lopez, cont’d 
P.5  Club info, events, etc 

Program:  Mike Delgado and Randy Lopez, Craft Talks Submitted by Harry Sparrow 

Michael Delgado 

It has only been 4 weeks since Mike became a member of 
our club and, yet here he is already presenting his craft 
talk. His opening slide was a picture of him at the top of a 
ski run about to buckle into his snowboard. Michel loves 
snowboarding. 

Photos of his dad, Mark, from before his parents met 
showed his dad wearing a US Navy uniform; he joined the 
Navy near the end of the VietNam war. His mom, Eilene, 
was a nurse who worked in Saudi Arabia, Canada and then 
Ontario. Mike grew up in this area. Born at Cedar Sinai 
Hospital, the family moved here when he was a toddler.  

Most of the rest of the craft 
talk was a travelogue, 
starting with a picture of 
Mike and his parents in 
Zion National Park when 
Mike was one year old. This 
was the start of a family 
love for visiting national 
parks and travel, in general. 
As an adult the love for 
travel meshed well with his 
love for photography. Mike 
said that he used to take both a camera and his iPhone 
with him for photos, but he got tired of carrying the bulky 
camera, which led to him refining his photographic skills 
using his phone. There were numerous beautiful pictures 

Cont’d p.3 

Randy Lopez:  A Tale of Blind Luck or You 
Never Know What’s Next  

As Randy came to the front of the room, he joked that 
his talk would not include much about traveling, be-
cause he does have kids. Before there was a chance 
for a rimshot, he got another bon mot off, “15 
minutes should be more than enough time for my life 
story.”  

Beatrice Casagran, Randy’s wife and true partner, an-
nounced that it was Randy’s 62nd birthday. This led 
Randy to comment that Bobby Hyde’s thought for the 
day regarding how we might wish to be remembered 
resonated with him. Randy thanked Beatrice for her 
birthday wishes and plugged her play Slow Drag at 
Ophelia’s Jump; it will be presented every Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday through June 29, except for Father’s 
Day, Sunday June 15.  

After an opening blast from the past picture of Randy, 
Beatrice and their two 
daughters, came the title 
for Randy’s presentation, 
“A Tale of Blind Luck or You 
Never Know What’s Next or 
Tell Us About Your Life in 
10-15 Minutes.” Which 
turned out to be an apt 
title for his craft talk. 

Cont’d p.4 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09
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WELCOME GUESTS & VISITING ROTARIANS 

Marla Lefler was accompanied by her son Paul.  Biffy 
Danckwertz was on zoom from Capetown. 

Chris Hayes-Shaner led the Welcome Song!   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Honorary member Dennis Smith passed away on May 23.  
Dennis was President in 2004-2005, and served the Club 
and the Community faithfully. You can express your con-
dolences to his wife, Cynthia at 2808 Lewis Dr. LaVerne 
91750. 

Anita Hughes needs all to let her know by June 6 if you are 
attending the Debunking for Susie on the evening of June 
13 at the Doubletree.   

Preparation for 2025-26.   Don’t forget to let Anita Hughes 
know your choice of committees for 2025-26.  Watch for a 
personalized link to DACdb allowing you to update your 
directory information.    

Marla Lefler announced Service for PDG Sal  Briguglio is 
scheduled for June 4th at Saint Peter and Paul in Rancho 
Cucamonga  at 10am 

INSPIRATION FOR THE DAY      Bobby Hyde 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary (the hybrid) Meeting.                                    Submitted by Christine Hayes-Shaner 

President Susie guided the meeting.  Our song leader was Chris Hayes Shaner, who led us in Smile 

and America the Beautiful.   

JAMES STICKLES AWARD 

Alan Jack was given 
the James Stickles 
Award.  The annual 
Club award is given 
to a member who 
has been in the club 
for fewer than three 
years.  Susie talked of 
his enthusiasm, excellent attendance and his metal and 
wood sculptures for  the club for the Taste of Claremont 
to raise funds for the Foundation.   

RLI Graduate  

President Elect Chuck 
Cable graduated 
from the Rotary 
Leadership Institute, 
having completed all 
three levels.  
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SERGEANT STEVE JULIAR 

throughout the presentation, 
but one that your writer 
thought was especially note-
worthy was of a night sky full of 
stars taken in a ”dark sky” area.  

His photos took us on travels 
from Zion to Japan. There were 
multiple pictures from across 
the southwestern US. Mike said 
that during COVID he moved to 
Colorado to work remotely; 
many of these pictures were 
from his drive there from 
southern California. He showed 
one picture where he asked for 
a guess as to where it was; it was from the spot on the 
highway heading north from Monument Valley where 
Forrest Gump stopped his 2+ year run. Another picture 
was of a fish that had just been caught; Mike said this 
was on a hiking adventure where “you don’t eat if you 
don’t catch.” 

Mike is a dog dad to two 

huskies and a malamute. 

(He is divorced and does 

not have any human chil-

dren.) 

He showed pictures of 
them from hikes he took 
to the top of Mount 
Cucamonga and another to the top of Mount Baldy. 

Mike and his parents recently visited Japan, which they 
especially enjoyed. They drove to many of the sites he 
showed, including to the closest point to Mt. Fuji that 
can be driven to.  Mike noted that once you stop turning 
on your windshield wipers instead of your turn signal, 
driving on the “wrong” side of the road isn’t that bad. 
Mike showed multiple beautiful pictures from this trip, 
but one that was the most fun was of him and his dad 
dressed as samurais.  

Mike’s dad is looking forward to the next family trip 
which will be to Machu Pichu in Peru. They want to do 
this soon, because his dad is approaching 70. Roger 
House joked, “like that’s old.”  

Since he hadn’t mentioned it, Mike was asked about 

what he does for a living. Mike said he works as a finan-

cial planner.  

Michael Delgado cont’d from page 1 

John Tulac was fined $100 for not being at the Hughes 
Center for the meeting. 

Frances Limbe was welcomed back by the members.  NO 
FINE. 

Brett O’Connor still has no update on the Taste results. 

Anita Hughes was fined in celebration of  her grandson’s 
and granddaughter’s graduations. 

Harry Sparrow modeled his shoes and socks 

The Debunking Committee stood up and was fined. 

Peter Weinberger won 14 awards from the CA New Pub-
lishing Association.  most were for editorial writing. 

Beatrice Casagran won the Businessperson of the year 
award from the Chamber of Commerce 

Roger House was dozing while the interactors were giving 
their report.   

CHS INTERACT REPORT 

Bernadette Kendall introduced our Interact Club officers 
for this year and next. She talked about their involvement 
in this year: 

• Peace Pole ceremony, where they painted the pole 
covers for the ceremony and released the doves and 
butterflies. 

• They have had several fundraising programs, where 
they made $800: $500 from a benefit concert, 100 
from another event, and $200 in dues. 

• They have had 21 meetings since October. 

• They helped with Bikes for Kids. 

• They helped with the TASTE OF CLAREMONT with 20 
volunteers working with set up. 

• Their publicity was great this year. 

• Claremont Learning After School Program provides a 
weekly opportunity to serve. 

• Ten volunteers helped with projects at the California 
Botanic Garden in February. 

• They helped with the Mean Girls production at 
Claremont High School. 

• The total hours of service were 1200! 

Brett O’Connor talked about Interact’s involvement in the 
Taste of Claremont; we couldn’t have done it without 
them. 

Bridge Healey was our Interact Liaison for many years.  
Bernadette is now serving in this role. 

See picture on p. 5 
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Randy’s career included consulting with a wide range of 
companies and organizations identified on an early slide. 
He wove stories from various of these companies into his 
talk.  

Randy broke his life story into blocks of years starting with 
0 – 17 when he was “a boy from Cucamonga.” He remind-
ed us that it was Cucamonga, before Rancho was added to 
the name of the city. Randy is the younger of two brothers; 
sadly his brother has passed away. Randy attended Catho-
lic school from the first grade on and graduated from Da-
mien High School. He joked that he is already planning a 
second craft talk that will focus on the trials of his Catholic 
education experiences.  

Randy then moved on to the 
ages of 18-33 the years of 
“Life and Love.” While in high 
school he and Beatrice met on 
a blind date and “it feels like it 
has always been the two of 
us.” This segment of his 
presentation was filled with 
pictures of them and pictures 
of their two daughters.  

The years from 34-40 were 
also titled “Life and Love”, but 
the story of life and love took on a different flavor. At 34, 
Randy was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer; this was 
after being misdiagnosed a year earlier by a doctor who is 
still practicing medicine locally. While he was seeking and 
starting treatment, the cancer metastasized to his liver as 
stage 4 cancer. From the moment of diagnosis Beatrice 
was searching for better treatment options. That research 
paid off when she found the Block Center in Chicago; their 
approach is integrative  and, thankfully, it worked for 
Randy and he became a spokesperson for Block. In addi-
tion his creative side led him to develop a logo for the 
Check Your Colon campaign.  

 After his recovery and while still in the 34-40 period of his 
life, he became the Vice President of Marketing for Buca di 
Beppo. This coincided with the opening of the Claremont 
Buca on the site of the old Griswold’s. He mentioned sev-
eral clever and humorous campaigns he created (e.g. cre-
ating a Buca di Beppo Cookbook and getting a group of 
nuns to hold it up for a picture in front of the Vatican). It is 
also fun to know that he developed the look of the Buca 
menu based on the menu for Vince’s Spaghetti.  

His final phase is, of course, unfinished - the 41 to present 

Randy Lopez, cont’d from page 1 day period. Many of us first met Randy when he was 
the President of Claremont Chamber of Commerce and 
know that he is now the Executive Director for Uncom-
mon Good, but there are a several interesting con-
sulting experiences that he shared from this period. 
One that matches the “you never know” part of his title 
was helping promote medical equipment for Toshiba; 
because of his cancer treatment days, he had a per-
spective that gave him insights most wouldn’t have. It 
was during this period that he and Beatrice decided to 
start Ophelia’s Jump, “because we were insane.”  

While he had a slide about it, Randy didn’t say much 
about the fact that he is a recipient of a Certificate of 
Congressional Recognition from Congresswoman Judy 
Chu. The man is creative, clever AND modest. 



 

 

 

Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

Sergeants committee 
gathers before each 

meeting .  
Anyone is welcome to 

share information!! 

Steve Juliar, chair 

UPC O M IN G  PR O G R AM S  &  EV E NT S  

Susie Ilsley 

Claremont Rotary  
President  

2024-2025 

 

May Birthdays 

Wilma Marchant  5-9 

Denise Graham 5-12 

Lyn Childress  5-16  

Bill McAllister  5-18  

Frank Bedoya  5-19  

Chris Hayes Shaner  5-20  

Randy Lopez 5-30 

Clarifier Committee 

Chris Hayes Shaner 

Harry Sparrow 

Em DiPillis 

Beatrice Casagran (ph) 

Alan Jack (ph) 

Peter Weinberger (ph) 
Buff Wright, editor 

YOU? 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on 
DACdb and claremontRotary.com 

Visit: Taste of Claremont 2025 

Join us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

Club Bylaws and Policies are posted for 
member access on DACdb 

Notes by Christine Hayes-Shaner and Harry Sparrow; photos by Jim Alan Jack & Speakers 

Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom  

June 6 
Claremont Police Chief, Mike Cizak 

El Roble Interact report 

June 13 
President Ilsley’s Debunking (no noon meeting) at 

the Doubletree 

June 20 Don Gould, topic TBA 

Page 5 

There has been an 
upsurge of Polio.  

Feed the pig at the 
meeting, send fines 
and donations for 
Polio Plus here, or 
mail your check to:  

Claremont Rotary 
Foundation 
PO Box 357  

Claremont 91711  

 

CHS Interact Officers for 2024-25 and 25-26 

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url

