IN SERVICE ABOVE SELF

Program: Claremont Police Chief Mike Ciszek

Immediate Past President Nona
Tirre, who is also the Chair of
the Claremont Police Commis-
sion, introduced our speaker,
Chief Ciszek. He began his
presentation by saying, “call me
Mike” and then said that while
he is new to the role of
Claremont’s Chief of Police role, he is not new to
Claremont. He was sworn in as Claremont’s 14™ chief April
2 of this year, roughly 3 months before his 29" anniversary
with the department. He replaces former Chief Aaron Fate
who retired April 1, 2025.

The chief’s opening remarks reflected his dedication to
community engagement, ethical leadership, promoting
team building and continuous improvement.

Mike joked that since his dad was a Rotarian, he is an hon-
orary Rotarian. (and this could be his craft talk!) He said he
holds to the Rotary motto of service above self. His family
routed him towards public service. His dad, a Viet Nam
veteran, was a police officer for the Upland police depart-
ment and retired as a captain. His mom was also involved
in community service.

Mike explained that while he has family and friends who
are members of various police departments and a younger
brother who is a fire fighter (“He is the family black sheep;
one third of the hours he gets paid for are for sleeping,” he
joked) law enforcement was not the direction he first
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thought he would go in. His top choices were astronaut
and test pilot, but those didn’t pan out for reasons be-
yond his control (e.g. he is too tall to be a test pilot).

Ironically, getting pulled over for speeding provided an
impetus that led to law enforcement. The officer who
pulled him over saw a law book on the back seat of
Mike’s car and he encouraged Mike to consider joining a
police department. Once he decided this was the right
direction , Mike applied to multiple agencies. The first
one to make an offer of employment was the Claremont
Police Department and he immediately accepted.

Chief Ciszek began his career with the Claremont Police
Department in 1996 when he was hired as a Police
Officer. He worked in the Traffic Bureau as a Motor
Officer from 1999-2001 and was promoted to Sergeant
in 2001, where he oversaw the Patrol and Traffic Bu-
reaus until 2009.

In May 2009, he was promoted to Lieutenant. As a Lieu-
tenant, he worked as a Traffic Bureau Lieutenant, Patrol
Watch Commander, a Detective Bureau Lieutenant, and
as the Support Services Supervisor. As the Support Ser-
vices Supervisor, he oversaw the Records Bureau, Dis-
patch Center, and Jail operations. In recognition of his
exemplary work as the Support Services Supervisor and
Lieutenant, he was promoted to the rank of Captainin
November 2021. As Captain, he managed the daily oper-
ations of the Patrol, Traffic, and Detective Bureaus, as
well as the Parking Enforcement unit. Additionally, he
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Rotary (the hybrid) Meeting. Submitted by Christine Hayes-Shaner
President Susie guided the meeting. Our song leader was Beatrice Casagran, who led us in Smile
and America the Beautiful.

WELCOME GUESTS & VISITING ROTARIANS INSPIRATION FOR THE DAY  Roger House
Marla Lefler was accompanied by her son Paul. “Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no
Biffy Danckwertz was on zoom from Capetown and Sha- one thinks of changing himself.” Leo Tolstoy
ron Douglas was here from Big Sky Montana.

Beatrice led the Welcome Song!

EL ROBLE INTERACT ANNUAL REPORT

ANNOUNCEMENTS Bernadette Kendall is the Coordinator of Interact for El
Roble. The club started in 2006 before their age group
was approved for membership by RI. Bonita Ramos and
Judy started the club with support from Marla Lefler.
The kids are so supportive of our Rotary club, and our
Nona Tirre announced that the CR&R club had another success this year for the Taste of Claremont was hugely
volunteer yard clean up scheduled for June 8. It's the same impacted by their help.

house we've been working on. The city is providing us with
a trash bin and a green waste bin to get rid of all the extra
yard waste we had from prior work. Please show up if you
can.

The June 7" celebration of the District Governor’s Awards
for Clubs was held on Zoom at 7 p.m. (See article, page 3.)
Susie announced that all are welcome to zoom in!

Parker Lyn is the President of the club this year. Each of
the officers provided information about the club’s activ-
ities. There are 102 students in the club, and 1740
hours donated. A Club Rush brought 38 new members.
Susie celebrated the June birthdays with a cake! They are They begiontheir meetings with the 4-Way Test.

for Jenna Irish, Mark Carson, Harry Sparrow, Zoe TeBeau,
Buff Wright, Francis Limbe, Lisa Hahn, Mike DeWees, and

John Howland

They worked with Bikes for Kids to Build the bikes and
helped to give them away.

They learned about being leaders at Teen Leadership
Camp (TLC).

NELSON BELL AWARD They raised $322 for the Red Cross for Eaton fire vic-

The annual Nelson Bell Award is “presented to a recipi- ims.

ent who is devoted to the precepts and concepts of Ro- They helped with our Peace Pole event.
tary, a member in good standing of the Rotary Club of
Claremont for at least five years, who has participated in
the leadership of Rotary in one or more Avenues of Ser-
vice. As an indication of devotion to Rotary, the recipient
should have encouraged others to know, understand,
and follow the ways of Rotary. The award is one of accu-
mulated recognition, not for activity of one year.”

Susie presented the
Nelson Bell Award to
Ron Coleman. Ron has
been in the club for 18
years. He can easily be
recognized for his En-
thusiasm, Silliness, Ser-
vice and for being a
great guy!

At Rotary’s Ability First work day they helped clean up
the area and fill the garden beds.

Continued p. 4



s . Page 3

SERGEANT JOHN TULAC
Chief Mike from Claremont PD got fined at Kiwanis

Ron Coleman-no fine for receiving the Nelson Bell Award when he spoke, but we don’t do that here. Nona Tirre

Steve Julliar wore a shirt like Harry Sparrow and Nick was asked to pay what could have been his fine.

Quackenbos with loud colors. Sergeant John pointed out John Howland was on vacation in Pasa Robles and
that we should all wear bright colors in June to help with Morro Bay and talked about the display of lights includ-
the gloom. ing 200 miles of wiring with over 100,000 bulbs

Susie and Don Ralls (and Mike DeWees, in absentia) Arman Ariane has a sign about his shop that shows he
were fined for technical difficulties a last week’s meeting. has been in business for 30 years.

Harry Sparrow did not know when the debunking is Beatrice Casagran and Randy Lopez report that Ophe-
scheduled, so was fined. lia’s Jump has a show this month called the Slow Drag

and their daughter plays the lead role in the show. We

Anita Hughes’ granddaughter’s parents got a text mes-
should all go!

sage about detention for all students at school.
Anita Boling went to the Cayman Islands and got a
hickey from feeding a sting ray.

Chief Ciszek, cont’d from page 1 Department. Currently, there are nine explorers in the
department. Mike said that four of them will be attend-

oversaw the construction of the new Dispatch Center, 9-1-  ing the one-week Summer Explorer Academy in Fontana

1 System Upgrade, and police station improvement pro- this year.

jects. At this point, the chief asked for questions from the au-

Mike had originally planned to retire May 15 of this year dience.

but then came the promotion to chief offer. In keeping Q: Chuck Cable asked Mike to talk about the retired/

with his history of public service, he decided the oppor- senior volunteer program.

tunity to continue to give back to the community via the

position of chief was the better avenue for him. A: This is a group of retired folks 50 and above who pro-

vide a wide variety of support. For example, when a resi-

Mike is particularly proud of the improvements to the sta- dent asks for house checks to be conducted while on
tion and the dispatch center. Since the bond issues for the vacation or when there is an ad hoc need for traffic con-

station failed twice, some of these improvements were do trol, these volunteers are asked to help.
it yourself projects (e.g. painting). Given that the number
of women on the force has significantly increased, im-
provements to the women’s locker room and the creation
of a lactation room were ones he was especially wanted to
see come to fruition. A: Mike replied that social media generally can cause
problems for the department as people rush to the sce-
ne or try to help. But such knowledge can be useful to
make certain people are alert.

Q: Buff Wright asked whether the emails received by
community members about crimes committed near their
homes was making people feel safer or less safe.

Mike talked about how social media has impacted the
community and how the department is responding. The
department’s Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) pro-
ject has yielded 259 arrests. Q: Alan Jack asked the chief to update us on information

The Police Explorer program is a key element of the regarding this fall’s Foundation dinner.

Claremont police department. This program is open to A: It will be held at Padua Theater. This is the primary

young men and women from the ages of 14.5 to 21. Ex- fundraising event for the Claremont Police Foundation
ploring enables participants to examine the law enforce- which uses the funds for things ranging from vests for
ment field by participating in training in law enforcement officers to supporting the Explorer program.

techniques and procedures through community service
and ride-alongs with Police Officers. The program is intend-
ed to encourage interest in a law enforcement career
while helping to build character and foster self-confidence,
self-discipline, and goal setting. The program is staffed by
Police Officers, and meetings are held weekly at the Police

In answer to a follow-up question of whether the Explor-
ers need funding, Nona jumped in to point out that our
club has provided support to the Explorers via grants to
the foundation. Mike thanked us for our club’s support .



DISTRICT AWARDS

On Saturday, June 7th, Susie lIsley, Buff Wright, Zoe Te-
Beau, Francis Limbe, Em DiPillis, Anita Hughes and Sylvia
Whitlock attended the District End of the Year Awards
event on Zoom. Our Club did very well.

There are six areas of Service for these Excellence Awards.
Under each area of Service 12-18 actions are listed. Presi-
dent Susie has been recording the wonderful things that
we have accomplished this year. She has said all along
what a fantastic club we have and it's nice to have this
affirmation by the District.

In each of the six areas there were three levels of awards:
Gold, Silver and Bronze. We received awards in five (all
but Vocational Service). That's pretty great!

The awards we won are:

Club Service - Gold
Community Service - Bronze
International Service - Bronze
Public Image - Bronze

Youth Service - Silver

Congratulations to all of you for your hard work and dedi-
cation to Rotary, and for making the Magic of Rotary hap-
pen!

POLIO UPDATE ®

One new Wild Polio paralysis case report-
ed this week.in Pakistan. It has been

four weeks since the most recent report of a
child being paralyzed by the Wild Polio Vi-
rus in Pakistan.

Horn of Africa Unites to End Polio - After nearly a dec-
ade of persistent outbreaks of variant poliovirus,
health ministers from countries in the Horn of Africa
renewed their commitment to ending polio and
agreed to establish an inter-ministerial coordination
body. This coordination effort will include synchro-
nized vaccination campaigns, enhanced cross-border
surveillance, and real-time data sharing to prevent
missed cases. Already demonstrating the power of this
multi-country coordination, more than 18 million chil-
dren were vaccinated across Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya,
and Somalia between February and April 2025. Con-
tinued collaboration will be key to sustaining progress,
especially in high-risk areas where transmission of the
virus persists.

From Terry Ziegler, Polio Update Newsletter Editor and Ro-
tary Region 36 END POLIO NOW Coordinator 2024-27

El Roble Interact, continued from p.2

The Interactors helped with the Taste of Claremont
with the High School students in the pouring rain!

Additional Events include

Lost and Found Sorting and Donations
Snack Bar Fundraiser

Winter Gram Fundraiser

Kindness Bookmarks

STEAM Night Volunteers

MYP Projects on and off campus
Claremont Heritage Gala Set up

Presidential Volunteer Service Awards
The Club presents awards at the end of the year for
hours of service. What a great year!

BRONZE (50+ HOURS) SILYER [75+ HOUSS) -
o BjouxReod | e ogan @
G gt:«o;uvw .‘ o Madwon Murammad
. van ‘o
o Avery Mariman ﬂ.lﬂ‘!:?’- P
o Coma Hawkins o Konnor Epling
e Eloancr Landornoim o Clare Tayor
e Thu-Nhien Tran .‘ o PaverLyn
o Nk Merzones o Catrora Zrarg

e Vanessa Lang
o Jun Taryg

CORAZON BUILD

On Saturday morning, our crew of Chuck Cable, Nona
Tirre and her son Mario and friend Zach, Bonita and
Richard Ramos, Jeff Bonhus, and Michael Barragan
headed out dark and early for a day of house building in
Mexico. Bonita Ramos posted pictures on Facebook..

N

Above, Nona wields a hammer


https://www.facebook.com/reel/1028206752769142/?fs=e&mibextid=wwXIfr&fs=e

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

President lIsley’s Debunking (no noon meeting) at Susie lisley
June 13 Claremont Rotary
the Doubletree President
2024-2025
June 20 Don Gould, topic TBA
THE MAGIC
June 27 Reflections by President Susie lIsley

There has been an
upsurge of Polio.
Feed the pig at the
meeting, send fines
and donations for
Polio Plus here, or
mail your check to:

Claremont Rotary

Foundation
PO Box 357
Claremont 91711 Bacon Bits
Let’s fill up the pig!
~ Sergeants committee N
~ gathers beforeeach
~ meeting . N
Ron Coleman making his best effort to be serious! ~ Anyoneis welcometo
_ shareinformation!!
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Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom
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