
 

 

 

IN SERVICE ABOVE SELF Claremont Rotary Year 96| Week 51| June 20, 2025 

 
This Friday is President 

Susie Ilsley’s last 
meeting of the Rotary 

Year.   

Next Regular Meeting June 27 

Ken Johnson presents 

12:10 pm @ HUGHES CENTER 

ZOOM LINK  

Inside This Issue 
P.2 Guests, Announcements,     In-

spiration, RI Convention  
P.3  Sergeants,  Program, RI, cont’d,  
P.4  RI convention, cont’d 
P.5  Club info, events, etc 

Program:  Don Gould Submitted by Em DiPillis 

ing economic growth and supporting programs like So-
cial Security. 

Trade Policy 

The imposition of tariffs has raised costs for both con-
sumers and businesses. While intended to protect do-
mestic industries, if not applied with care and restraint, 
tariffs can result in higher prices and retaliatory 
measures from trading partners. 

Trade uncertainties and tariff-driven inflation complicate 
the Federal Reserve’s decisions on interest rates and 
monetary policy. 

Recently-imposed trade policies are straining relation-
ships with key international markets, potentially reduc-
ing U.S. access to global supply chains and export oppor-
tunities. 

Higher Education Challenges 

Restrictions on federal research funding are limiting the 
capacity of U.S. universities to innovate and maintain 
global leadership in science and technology. 

Visa issues and policy uncertainty are discouraging inter-
national students from enrolling in U.S. institutions, re-
ducing both tuition revenue and the pipeline of skilled 
graduates. 

There are growing concerns about the potential erosion 
of the tax-exempt status of educational institutions, 

Don Gould is the founder 
and president of Gould 
Asset Management, a 
Claremont-based invest-
ment management 
firm.  He holds a B.A. in 
Economics from Pomona 
College and an M.B.A. 
from Harvard Business 
School. Gould has served 

on numerous nonprofit and educational boards, including 
as Chair of the Board of Trustees at Pitzer College.  He was 
President of our Club in 2003-2004. 

Don’s presentation addressed the profound effects of re-
cent U.S. economic policy decisions, focusing on immigra-
tion, trade, higher education, and the broader implications 
for the nation’s economic credibility. 

Immigration Impact 

Approximately 5% of the U.S. workforce consists of unau-
thorized immigrants. These workers are vital to sectors 
such as agriculture, construction, and services. 

Recent and proposed immigration policies are directly in-
fluencing labor supply and costs. Restrictions can lead to 
labor shortages, driving up wages and operational costs for 
businesses, something we have already started to see. 
More open policies tend to alleviate these pressures. 

With an aging native-born population, the U.S. faces future 
workforce shortages. Immigration is a key factor in sustain- Cont’d p.3 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09
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Rotary (the hybrid) Meeting.                                    Submitted by Christine Hayes-Shaner 

PP Bobby Hyde stood in for President Susie and guided the meeting.  Susie looked on by 

Zoom.  Our song leader was Chris Hayes-Shaner who led us in Smile and America the 

Beautiful.   Don Gould unseated Cameron Troxell, and prepared to accompany…. 

WELCOME GUESTS AND VISITING ROTARIANS 

John Heitkemper was the guest of Don Gould 

Paul Lefler came with his mother, Marla. 

Chris led the Welcome song. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We have a service opportunity this Sunday, 6/29, 9A - 11A. 
The CHS Community Restoration & Revival youth are help-
ing a local senior clean up his yard.  We welcome anyone 
able and willing to lend a hand:  .Sunday, 6/29, 9-11 am  
181 E Green St, Claremont  

The memorial service for Dennis Smith will be August 4th at 
Holy Name of Mary church at 9$%am, with a reception 
afterward at Hillcrest. 

Jim Marchant had surgery and is doing ok. 

Anita Boling had heart surgery and is now home. If you can 
help with food, here’s a meal train signup.  

Anita Hughes needs us to sign up for committee assign-
ments for this new Rotary year.  Let her know asap as they 
will be printed in the 2025-26 directory. 

Be sure to update your contact information for the Directo-
ry by responding to Buff Wright’s email.   

Brett O’Connor asked that we sign up for the Dunk Tank on 
the 4th of July. 

Bobby Hyde has been reaching out to Honorary members: 

 Chuck Carpenter had pneumonia and is recovering. 

 Butch Henderson was thrilled to  hear from us and will 
touch base soon 

 Michael Fay is not well but happy to hear from us.  He is 
in Hospice. 

Next week is Susie’s last week as our President.   

Roger House announced an organ concert at the United 
Church of Christ on June 22 at 3 pm. 

RI INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION  

by Buff Wright 

There was something for everyone at the RI Interna-
tional Convention in Calgary this week, from beer fel-
lowships (with its own 4-way test) to Peace Poles, to 
Bill Gates pledging another $300 M to End Polio.   

President elect Chuck Cable and 
his wife Vicki, Lyn Childress, 
John Tulac, Sylvia Whitlock and 
Buff Wright joined nearly 15,000 
Rotarians at the Convention.  140 
countries were represented, 

more than participate in the Olympics. The Flag cere-
mony was compelling, as always —I learned some new 
countries  

The General sessions were inspiring.   

The general session started with acknowledgement of 
those who had occupied the native lands with refer-
ences to diversity, equity and inclusion, reminding us 
that our current Government’s policy is not widely 
shared around the world.  Speakers included Alberta’s 
Lt governor, Salma Lakhani, a Muslim refugee from 
Uganda in 1972.  Her husband is a Rotarian.  Mayor 
Jyoti Gondek, also an immigrant, talked about Calga-
ry’s inclusive, humanitarian policies, and about vulner-
able countries (implying the US as one). 

We heard from a musician who became a Rotary 
Peace Fellow. He noted that three people in harmony 
is more pleasing than three people playing the same 
note in unity.   

Continued, page 3 

INSPIRATION FOR THE DAY      Roger House 

“Don’t count the days, make the days count.” 

Muhammad Ali  

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/03vk14
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which could undermine their financial stability and 
public mission. 

U.S. Economic Brand 

The United States has long been the global leader in 
economic stability and strength, with the dollar as the 
default reserve currency, the currency in which the 
majority of the world's international transactions oc-
cur. Inconsistent or unpredictable economic policies 
can erode investor and consumer confidence in the 
U.S. economy. 

Long-term economic growth depends on stable, pre-
dictable policy environments. Frequent changes or 
reversals can deter investment and innovation. 

Upholding the rule of law is critical for maintaining 
the U.S.’s reputation as a reliable and attractive desti-
nation for business and talent. 

Summary 

Immigration, trade, and higher education are deeply 
interconnected with the nation’s economic credibility. 
Policy choices in these areas have far-reaching conse-
quences for America’s standing in the world. 
Thoughtful, balanced approaches to these issues will 
ensure continued economic vitality and global leader-
ship. 

Don Gould, continued from p.1 Sergeant John Allen 

-Nona Tirre was fined for her Hamburger 
Purse (very cute) 

Debunking Committee members Nona, Ed, 
Chris and Steve were fined for the Smoke Machine. 

Roger House was fined for a great job on the brief thought 
of the day. 

Chuck Cable, our new President in July was on zoom from 
Canada. 

President Susie was on zoom as she was sick. 

Ron Coleman, Bobby Hyde, and Tim Harrison —you’re not 
supposed to wear a hat inside. 

Zoe TeBeau has three Estate Sales coming up. 

Brett O’Connor asked how much a wedding costs  He is 
not paying for it. 

Of John, Tim, Corina and Don, who has been to Rotary 
most in the past year?  Corina 

Alan Jack is on the road to recovery after a 
Hospital visit yesterday.  He is OK!!! 

Frances Limbe- we are glad to have you 
back! 

Ian Standley ran a Fundraiser for the Scout 
Pack sponsored by our club.).   Chuck Cable gave $20.   

Anita Hughes enjoyed an after party after the debunking. 

Director General of WHO, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, talked about the challenge of lost funds 
(from the US). He tried to spin this as an opportunity 
to build local support and capacity.  In the mean-
time, WHO is losing many talented people.  He em-
phasized that health and peace go hand in hand.  It 
is no wonder that polio has recurred in Gaza. The 
best medicine is peace.  WHO welcomes Rotary’s 
partnership because we have the audacity to start 
the job and the tenacity to finish it.  

Bill Gates came in by video and pledged to continue 
to cooperate with RI in another 2 for 1 matching 
fund, totaling $450 M over the next three years.  
Rotary will continue to raise $50M a year.   

There were lots of heartwarming stories over the 
next few days.  We were treated to a talk by Actress 
Geena Davis who has quietly been influencing  pro-

ducers and writers to put more girls 
in the shows that young people 
watch, having realized how few there 
were when her daughter was young.   

A speaker on Tuesday talked about 
an impact project to eliminate cervical cancer, which 
scientists now know is caused by a virus, by promoting 
the vaccine that has been in use for many years.  Young 
Rotarians talked about the impact of youth exchange 
and peace fellowships that launched them into careers 
of service.  There were 
many sessions about 
peace, which felt very 
timely. 

John Tulac participated in 
a day-long pre-session on 
the Foundation.  The rest 
of us attended mini-
sessions (20 minutes 

Ri international conference, cont’d from p.1 

Continued on p. 4 

 

Don Gould, continued from p.1 



 

 

 

Page 4 The Clarifier 

PW 

RI INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, Cont’d from p. 3 

long) and break out sessions on a variety of topics that will no 
doubt be integrated into some of our work in years to come.   

And of course, there were opportunities for fellowship in and 
around the large facility.  Lyn and I met up with a Rotarian 
from Arizona who Biffy had met through a youth exchange 
(he’s now all grown up!)   We attended a District 5300 BBQ 
where many sported cowboy hats from an event Saturday 
night.  And there were countless opportunities to hang out in 
the spacious facilities including the large House of Friendship.   

There was a large ferris 
wheel outside the conven-
tion hall, which sported a 
Rotary Wheel at the Cen-
ter.  Old timers in the Club 
will recall when Paul 
Steffan tried to substitute a 
ferris wheel for the dunk 
tank on the 4th of July.  It 
has been a good, if esoteric 
joke of the club ever since.  
Check it out Paul; this is a 
real Rotary Ferris Wheel!   

Calgary’s motto is YAHOO — a yell that began every general 
session.  Curiously, the statue-signs around town read OOHAY 
if you approach from the wrong side.    

 

 

 

Next year Taipei!  (A direct flight from ONT) 

2025-26 President  Francesco Arezzo   
Theme: Unite for Good. 
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RI INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, Cont’d from p. 4 

Sylvia Whitlock was given this lovely drawing, signed by those present at the Big West Breakfast.   



 

 

 

Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

Sergeants committee 
gathers before each 

meeting .  
Anyone is welcome to 

share information!! 

Steve Juliar, chair 

UPC O M IN G  PR O G R AM S  &  EV E NT S  

Susie Ilsley 

Claremont Rotary  
President  

2024-2025 

 

June Birthdays 

Jenna Irish 6/3 
Mark Carson 6/5  
Harry Sparrow 6/10 
Zoe TeBeau 6/12  
Buff Wright and Francis Limbe  6/16  
Lisa Hahn, 6/17 
Mike DeWees 6/20  
John Howland 6/23 
Randy Prout 6/27  

Clarifier Committee 

Chris Hayes Shaner 

Harry Sparrow 

Em DiPillis 

Beatrice Casagran (ph) 

Alan Jack (ph) 

Peter Weinberger (ph) 
Buff Wright, editor 

YOU? 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on 
DACdb and claremontRotary.com 

Visit: Taste of Claremont 2025 

Join us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

Club Bylaws and Policies are posted for 
member access on DACdb 

Notes by Christine Hayes-Shaner and Em DiPillis; photos by Alan Jack & Buff Wright 

Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom  

June 27 
Ken Johnson, Origins of the Claremont's July 4th 

celebration 

July 4 Fourth of July Dunk Tank 

July 11 Chuck Cable’s Club Assembly 

Page 6 

There has been an 
upsurge of Polio.  

Feed the pig at the 
meeting, send fines 
and donations for 
Polio Plus here, or 
mail your check to:  

Claremont Rotary 
Foundation 
PO Box 357  

Claremont 91711  

We experienced at least three seasons in Alberta.  This is a shot near Banff where we 
got a big lightening storm with drenching rain on the day before and snow when we 
drove to Calgary.   Lyn Childress and Buff Wright 

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url

