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PROGRAM: CUSD Update Submitted by Michael Barragan

Lucinda Mcdade introduced the 

program and the speakers, fellow 

Rotarian Dr Jim Elsasser, Ed.D, 

Superintendent of Claremont 

Unified School District, and Dr. 

Julie Olesniewicz Ed.D., Assistant 

superintendent of Education Ser-

vices at Claremont Unified 

School District . Lucinda began by

quizing our Rotary Club on how well we knew Jim by asking 2

questions. 

What was Jim’s College Major (Answer: Music), followed by at

what level school did Jim start his teaching career? (Answer: 

Middle School). Lucinda Jokingly mentioned that Jim was brave

to start his career teaching middle school because it is an awk-

ward and challenging age for school children and their teach-

ers. 

Jim began by going over CUSD enrollment numbers.  Is cur-

rently a work in progress because in his words “some students 

don’t come back but don’t tell us.” The expected number will 

be about 6100. Jim also pointed out that 25% of enrollment 

are from interdistrict transfers. Jim noted that when he began

teaching at CUSD in 2012 the student body was majority white

at 37% but today it is majority Hispanic at 47% 

Declining enrollment has been an ongoing issue because state 

funding is based on enrollment. This also has 
community implications, because CUSD is the 
largest employer in Claremont In the last 8 years 
the student population has diminished by 1000 
students. 

Jim is proud that in 2022 he and his staff worked 
with 92 educational partners to develop the CUSD 
commitment.  Part of the CUSD commitment was 
that Jim promised to get district projects done, such 
as the Softball field and CHS Music Building among 
others, all of which are completed or on track to 
being completed.  Cont’d pg. 4 

Dr. Jim Elsasser, Superintendent  
Claremont Unified School District 

Zoom link

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6243911219?pwd=N3psdTdlSUZwY2JTc21BZWM3K29JZz09&omn=87258763037
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Submitted by Steve Ralls  Business Meeting 

 After a week off in observance of Labor day, President 

Chuck Cable opened the meeting. Barbara Troxell, 

accompanied by Cameron Troxell, led us in singing 

the Smile song. Roger House led the pledge of alle-

giance, after which Barbara once again led us in sing-

ing America the Beautiful. 

VISITING ROTARIANS & GUESTS 

Following lunch, Chuck invited Mike Ciszek to intro-
duce our guests. 

Marla Lefler introduced her son Paul 

Anita Boling introduced Lucille Lyon , someone she 
met at the Claremont Club who is interested in find-
ing out more about our club. 

Mike also welcomed  Sylvia Whitlock, Buff   Wright and 
Biffy Danckwerts who joined via Zoom. Barbara led 
the group in singing the Welcome song. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chuck called up Marla Leffler   who presented Ed Gra-

ham, Denise Graham and Michael Barragan with their 

blue badges. She commended them on completing all 

the requirements very quickly. 

Chuck then thanked Tom Shelley for reorganizing the 

club’s badge boxes. 

Alan Jack announced the Diamond Center’s annual 

buyback event. We’re not sure why he would 

know. He recently announced his and Beverly’s 

61st anniversary. Is he finally going to upgrade the 
engagement ring? 

SERGEANTS 

John Allen 

Beatrice Casagran and Randy Lopez 
were fined for their trip to Spain, celebrating their 40 
th anniversary. 

Jim Elsasser was fined for Claremont 
High School’s football winning streak. 
Jim shared an amusing story about 
chasing a taxi in Italy to try to recover 
his forgotten cellphone during his 30 th 
anniversary trip. 

Chuck Cable was fined for spending a week at his Maui 
Timeshare. 

Ian Standley was fined for a trip to the United King-
dom and Portugal. 

Arman Ariane was fined for a trip to Perris 
(in Riverside County, not Paris, France) 
and  for qualifying for Medicare. 

Bob Ring was fined for having spent 3 
months fishing and eating lobster in 
Maine plus he proudly announced that his grandson 
will be playing soccer for West Point. 

Roger House’s fixation on cookies cost him 
again. He  took a handful of cookies to take 
back to his office in hope of getting favors 
from others for giving them a cookie 

Don Ralls was noted to be the “Rotary Treasure” ra-
ther than the treasurer, and was then fined 

Alan Jack was fined for his announcement 

New Blue Badgers Ed Graham, Denise Graham and 
Michael Barragan were fined for getting their blue 
badges (naturally). 

INSPIRATION FOR THE DAY  - Bobby Hyde 

Bobby said RI’s theme for the month is education 

and literacy. He offered these related quotes. 

• The beautiful thing about learning is that no one

can take it away from you..—B.B. King

• Personally I am always ready to learn, although

I am not always ready to be taught.—Winston

Churchill

• Tell me and I will forget, teach me and I will re-

member, involve me and I will learn. B. Franklin.

• The more things you read, the more you will

know, the more things you learn, the more plac-

es you will go.—Dr. Seuss
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Business Meeting cont’d from page 2 

Bobby Hyde announced the Rota-

ry Leadership institute’s Septem-

ber 20th session where members 

can get their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd level 

certificate.  This will be held on 

September 20th in Beaumont from 

8AM to 3:30 PM.  It costs $45 which will be reim-

bursed by the club. 

Ian Standley announced 

Walk for the Hungry and 

asked the club to either 

sign up to walk or to do-

nate to the event.  This will 

be a 5k walk to raise money 

to feed families in need in 

the community.  The goal for our club is to raise $500. 

Wellness ambassador Susie 

Ilsley let us know that Barba-

ra Perry-Lorek had broken 

her wrist, and asked the club 

to reach out and let her know 

she’s in our thoughts. 

Earlier in the week, Buff 

Wright announced the 

passing of one of our 

former members, Pro-

fessor CGU Professor 

Emeritus Jack H. Schus-

ter. Buff was a graduate 

student at the Universi-

ty of Wisconsin when 

she met Professor 

Schuster. She was de-

lighted when she joined our club and found that Jack 

was also a member. He was exceptionally accom-

plished and recognized for his career achievements. A 

funeral service was held on Sunday, August 31, at 

Temple Beth Israel. He is survived by his longtime wife 

and CGU alum, Diane Tickton Schuster.   

Hatching plans for an evening of cards & cigars? 

President Chuck 

smiling as he is 

fined. 

Rotary International News 

SangKoo Yun, a consummate Rotary 

leader and businessman who had 

been selected to be Rotary Interna-

tional's president for 2026-27, died 

on 5 September, after months of 

treatment for pancreatic cancer. A 

member of the Rotary Club of Sae 

Hanyang, Seoul, Korea, Yun re-

signed as president-elect in August 

to focus on his medical treatment. 

"SangKoo's passing is a great loss to the global Rotary 

family," says RI President Francesco Arezzo. "Yun's 

vision and contributions to Rotary will continue to in-

spire and motivate me and others. His legacy lives on 

in the hearts of Rotary friends and those whose lives 
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  CUSD cont’d from pg.1 

Jim said that one of the projects was the completion of the Brett O’Connor Student Center at Claremont High 
School.  Since Brett was not at the meeting Jim joked that he felt comfortable saying positive things about him. The 
Brett O’Connor Student Center being named after Brett was notable because Brett was still principal of the high 
school at the time.  Jim laughed and said that most school buildings named after educators are when the educator 
is retired or dead. 

Jim showed a long list of CUSD programs and achievements. He said that these require significant support from 
organizations like Claremont Rotary Club. Jim thanked the club for being a long time supporter of CUSD.  

Next Jim introduced Dr. Julie Olesniewicz Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent of Edu-
cational Services. 

Julie presented on the CUSD Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program which is the 
pet project of Governor Newsom . 

Many other school districts have been hesitant to invest in their transitional kin-
dergarten programs because of uncertainty around funding but CUSD created 
their program without hesitation. There are TK classes at all district schools 

The Transitional Kindergarten program has benefited the district because it im-
proves enrollment and reduces the childcare burden for parents.  It is also a good 
socialization experience for children post-covid.  

Q&A 

Question: Asked by Cameron Troxell. Did Covid affect the socialization of students of all ages? 

ANSWER: Jim: Behaviors are more challenging and there are more mental health needs since Covid.  Now the dis-
trict has a mental health coordinator and 5 therapists which was not the case before covid.  Social media is also 
an issue.  Julie: Post-covid there appears to be a learning gap. 

Question: Asked by Ron Coleman.  What is the district doing about the challenging behavior?  

Answer: Using block grants for intervention teachers.  Also bringing on registered behavior technicians. 

Question: Asked by Lucinda Mcdade. Little kids need bathrooms.  Did you need to renovate the bathrooms for 
Transitional Kindergarten?  



Bacon Bits 

Let’s fill up the pig! 

UPC O M IN G  PR O G R AM S  &  EV E NT S

Chuck Cable 

Claremont Rotary 
President  

2025-26 

September Birthdays 

James Mitchell 9/04, Sonny Dabney 9/05 

Barbara Troxell 9/10, Ed Graham 9/11 

Arman Ariane 
9/14 

Alan Jack 9/16 

Bobby Hyde 9/19 

Bridget Healy 9/22 

Steve Juliar 9/23 

Website 

Information about the club and back edi-
tions of this newsletter are available on 
DACdb and claremontRotary.com 

Visit: TOC 2026 website to be constructed 

Join us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont 

Club Bylaws and Policies are posted for 
member access on DACdb 

Claremont Rotary Club meets on Friday at 12:10 at the Hughes Center and on zoom  
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Feed the pig at 
the meeting, send 

fines and dona-
tions for Polio 

Plus here, or mail 
your check to:  

Claremont Rotary 
Foundation 
PO Box 357  

Claremont 91711  

September 12 San Antonio HS Overview—Principal Andrea Deli-

gion L. Manicilla, M. Gaw & T. Baugh 

September 19 Craft Talks: Bob Ring, George McDonald 

September 26 “Adult Literacy,” Joy Alvarez, Upland Library 

Sergeants committee 
gathers before each 

meeting .  
Anyone is welcome to 

share information!! 

Steve Juliar, chair 
Clarifier Committee 

Harry Sparrow, editor  

John Allen 

Michael Barragan 

Micchael Delgado 

Chris Hayes Shaner 

George McDonald 

James Mitchell 

Barbara Perry-Lorek 
Steve Ralls 

Alan Jack (ph) 

Peter Weinberger (ph) 

Together, We End Polio 

Status Update 

Four new Wild Polio paralysis cases reported this 
week.  It is now 4 weeks since the most recent re-
port of a child being paralyzed by the Wild Polio 

Virus in Pakistan.  

Thank you Sylvia Whitlock for this update

http://www.DACdb.com/Rotary
http://rotaryclaremont.com/
http://www.tasteofclaremont.org/
http://facebook.com/RotaryofClaremont
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Bylaws_of_the_Rotary_Club_of_Claremont_rev_2-19-21.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5300/Downloads/780/Policies%2011-2022%20w%20att.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GRD58BXHBYQMJ&source=url



